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German roads will get you 
there - to the Rhine, say, 
where It flows deep In the 

valley and Is at its most 
beautiful. Castles perched on 
top of what; at times, are 
steep cliffs are a reminder that 
even In the Middle Ages the 
Rhine was of great Importance 
as a waterway. To this day 
barges chug up and down the 
fiver with their cargoes. 

For those who are In more of a 
hurry the going Is faster on the 

autobahn that runs alongside 
the river. But from Koblenz to 


Routes to tour in Germany 


The Rheingold Route 


Boppird 


Bingen you must take the 1 

Rheingold Route along the left 
bank and see twice as much of 
the landscape. Take the 
chairlift In Boppard and enjoy 
an even bettervlew. Stay the 
night at Rheinfels Castle in 
St Goar with Its view of the 
LoreleyRock on the other 
side. And stroll round the 
romantic wine village of 
BScharach. 


Visit Germany and let the 
Rheingold Route be your 
guide. 


1 Bacharach 

2 Oberwesel 

3 The Loreley Rock 

4 Boppard 

5 Stolzenfels Castle 
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Shamir in Bonn partly 
with EEC in mind 


i spring 1981 Stem magazine con- 
uded from an opinion poll that 
German sympathies were increa- 
|y being transferred from the Israc- 
the Arabs. 

enty-four per cent, the Allensbach 
ket research institute claimed, 
lii sooner side with the Arabs; only 
er.ceht still preferred to side with 
Israelis. The remainder were unde* 
d."'.’'' 

e trend was doubtless due to grow- 
nxlety among West Germans about 
upplies; it will also have been due 
rt to. a number of political moves 
L He Israelis. 

ey will clearly have included the 
icks levelled by Israel’s Prime Minls- 
Meijachem Begin, at the Bonn 
nteilor, Helmut Schmidt. 

Wli Foreign Minister Vitzhak Sha- 
' hew Into Frankfurt for political 
j&s with the new Bonn government on 
nd8 February. 1 

Iliileral issues ployed only a subor* 
jtts role. Germun and Israeli diplo- 
s agree in assessing relations bel- 
li the two countries u& good, 
ourist travel to Israel may huve de- 
ed slightly but the Bonn Foreign Of- 
says that when stock is taken the 
[ance is well In the black,. 

Epn the Isrucli side hopes of rcuchlng 

Btemenl on a date for the visit by the 
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Bpjin Chancellor, Helmut Kohl; 
jpbly 1 help ’to account for the opli* 
to vi>w taken. 

Minister Shamir was ob- 
'«y not going to use the convenient 
visit more or less coincided 
Line 50lh anniversary of Hiller's 
*° Vcr of power to lttunch attacks on 
fW .politicians. 

.. Pf^ont Chancellor, Herr Kohl, 
en ably did not take part in the Se- 
j^j^Wajy unlike his predeces- 

Palestinian is used ^ a 
.irritant by the new Bonn go* 
fond its old Foreign Minister) 
same sense as it ws^by .il$. 

*■- .... . .. . . t 


In the past this has invariably been 
enough to prompt the Begin govern- 
ment to criticise Bonn in terms of histo- 
rical parallels. 

In a recent interview Chancellor 
Kohl stated in no uncertain terms his 
intention of visiting Israel, although he 
made no mention of a date. 

Always assuming he is re-elected in 
the March general election Israel ex- 
pects him to make his visit Inter this 
year. ’ 

In his stutement Herr Kohl sought to 
strike u balance and rule out misinter- 
pretations by adding that he planned to 
visit both Israel and Arab countries. 

Mr Shamir’s visit to Bonn was, in 
protocol terms, returning Herr Gen- 
scher's visit to Israel last June, although 
this time Israel will huve been more in- 
terested in Herr Genscher as chairman 
of the EEC Council of Ministers. 

Conversely, Herr Genscher was 
bound to make use of his Common 
Murket role to mukc his points more 
convincingly und emphatically thun he 
could huve done solely us Bonn Foreign 
Minister. 

Differences of opinion between Bonn 
and Jerusalem arc indeed so substantial 
lliut Chancellor Kohl made no bones 
about (hem in the interview in question. 

"Wu agree with Israel in the aim of 
ensuring its survival and security," lie 
said, "but we urc not agreed on, all 
points df the practical policies needed 
to ucliicve this uim." 

Bonn und the, European Community 
arc naturally upset most by the Leba- 
non problem, but Herr Genscher was 
no less emphatic in pointing out Bonn's 
continued dissatisfaction with Israeli 
settlement policies. 

Israel readily admits that it is subject 



Foreign Minister Shamir of Israel la welcomed to Bonn . by President Carotene 


(right). 

to US and European pressure on these 
issues, but it shows no signs of readi- 
ness to tuke up US proposals, let ulone 
Arab plans. . 

The Israel view is that this polilicul 
pressure is merely a cerluin degree of 
impatience in the West. 

Herr Genscher sought on the EEC’s 
behalf to impress on Mr Shumir that it 
was more than impatience, culling on 
Israel to play u constructive part in cas- 
ing the .situation und disengaging troops 
in the Lebunon conflict. 

The prevailing view In Bonn is that 
there is no point In even taking dp the 
Palestinian problem again until n solu- 
tion has been found to ul| Middle East 
issues associated with the Lebanon. 

But in his capacity as EEC chairman 
.Herr Genscher could do no more than 
appeal to the Israelis, who hqve invaria- 
bly taken a dim view of European peace 
bids in the past. 



Chancellor Kohl In London ; 

Bonn Chancellor Helmut Kohl and British Prime Minister Margaret Thetcher meet 
the Praia after a working lunch at Chequere, where their talks were. dominated by 
the acme leaue. . . 


(Photos: dpu) 

• They feel they have been detrimental 
to the peace process in the Middle East, 
doing it no good at all, so Bonn suw no 
need to reiterate known view points on 
tho Palestinian question. 

< ; Enough plans had been tabled, it was 
argued, and Chancellor Kohl fiud alrea- 
dy outlined tho German view, bused on 
tlie principles upproved by the liuro- 
pcun Council, or EEC summit, in Ven- 
ice in 1980. 

These wore that Israel was entitled to 
exist within secure and recognised fron- 
tiers, while tho Palestinians were to be 
allowed the right of self-determination 
und all parties to the conflict ware to re- 
nounce the use of force to settle their 
disputes. ■ ! 

■ Less mention is made by Bonn of ihc 
PLO nowadays, which is u striking 
token of consideration for the Israeli 
view, especially as the Venice resolution 
expressly referred to the PLO as a rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian people. 

: Mr Shamir took good care not to be 
loo demonstrative in ; rejecting Euro- 
pean demands and . expectations with 
regard to Israel's attitude in the Leba- 
non. 

- Israel is seriously worried by the pros- 
pect of southward expansion of the 
iEEC to include Spain . and Portugal. As 
a producer of citrus fruits it is used to 
(and indeed relies on) exporting fruit to 
the Common Market countries. 

■ Once Spain and Portugal are mem- 
bers of the European Community they 
will definitely have the edge over Israel. 
They already envisage a degree of pro- 
tection for their citrus fruit output that 
! would be entirely at Israel’s expense. 

Chancellor Kohl was not prepared to 
go any further than promise Mr Shamir 
to strike a reasonable balance of. inte- 
rests. . • . :.i 

But Israel could feel iL had done well 
if it were able to feel it could rely on 
Bonn to be a committed and influential 
advocate of its interests in (he EEC. 

Sten Martcnson 
(SmugaftorZeiiusc.4 February 19HJ) 
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George Bosh spells out 

‘zero plus’ option 


NUMiuns m a oia io Brush up 
flw poor imago of US foreign policy 
ana prove a point to a doubting world. 
« ' tot despite the conftision and 

of the Refl 8 an adminis- 

tratlon President Reagan was still the 

unerringly strong Western leader he set 
out to be* 

Mr Bush wisely chose not to tour Eu- 

fODS wllh n roliAil A. u r. 


There Secretary of State George 
Shultz was engaged in an equally tricky 
mission needing coordination with Mr 
Bush's tour of Europe. 

The fourth Is that there must be no 
.disarmament or arms limitation agree- 
ment without reciprocal inspection and 
control provisions. . 

The framework thus outlined by 
Vice-President Bush is thus closely 
drawn, but it does Icavo room for ma- 
noeuvre and is not a covert reversion to 
the utopian zero option as East Bloc 
propagandists and their sidekicks in the 
West rushed to suggest. 

European critics, bpth bona fldo and 
false disarmament experts, will have to 
restore order to their own minds at last. 

They rightly call on America to dear- 
ly define its confused and confusing fo- 

reion nnlinu „ .11 .... ° . 


■■-■•■vnu.* uiua uuLJincu D; 

conciliatory of proposals to be made so Vice-President Bush is thus closeh 
far by the Kremlin entails. drawn, but it does Icavo room for ma" 

The second is that there .must be no noeuvre and is not a covert reversion k 
SfPj a8reement b y w hich, to quote M. Mit- tho ut0 P ian zero option as East Bloc 
terrand, the incomparable is compared. Propagandists and their sidekicks in the 

S ending US Vice-President George ^Invalidates the sleight of hand by West ^shed to suggest. 

Bush to Europe and Secretary of J? ch Moscow would like to set its SS- _ European critics, bpth bona fide and 
State George Shultz to the Far East was 2? 8y8tems off a 8 aln8t British and false disarmament experts, will have to 
less a grand design than a hasty attempt ^ renc “ nuclear forces designed for cn- restore order to their own minds at last, 
at fence-mending. F tirely different purposes. They rightly call on America to dear- 

tW0 Georges were sent on their w „ ™ ,e | °| Jt th ° a ^ m P l to allow the ly define its confused and confusing fo. 
respective missions in a bid to brush up de Pjoy slow Cruise missiles if it reign policy yet are appalled when a de- 

aKasaaMiiT -tra’sativjai? 

Sa«5*==«s SsCrz SSsSSrSS 

ffisiraaarw: 

afra was to listen to what the Europeans dm ' l } e Z of P»Posale for a nuclear-free alliance ^ W r' 1 The . A * lantic 

had to say, his hosts were briefed; in Europe. chan^r ! “ pbl ° of ^gaining a 

In Paris he planned to check how . ^ uch Proposals are currently golna Ban J n e b ? t not by a gutless 

firmly based the Mltterand govern- !f, e rounds yet again, but as alwayMh! Snolea/aS d F.Tw“^ ,0 t av ? id Iookin « 
meat a surprising Atlantic loyally Waa We5t woul < 1 b « ‘he loser for odious M ££ * Eas ‘- W <»‘ ‘nithi in the face, 
on missile modernisation. " . ’ • geographical reasons. is called for is clear determina- 

w" he almcd t0 8e e how much vl ? a, f°.J nea ” s 1 the proposal for a So- ‘ on . the f art °f * 'loading power to 
“f 81 ” ^ cst German opinion could * et I m * 8 * l, « withdrawal to beyond the w« 8 f 8 !u n P° ,ltlca as ^0 art of the possi- 
withstand and how neutralist it was in ,s unac «ptable to the United b „ tbe last m °ment. 

re ®!j y * States. But it must allow itself neither to be 

Abwe, all, he proposed to sound out fl II ls nat J ust ! hat from there the miss- J! nd “ ,y intimj dated by popular but 
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l ■ ifce general election campaign is in 

; MISSIS fl A to full swing even though it is still un- 

r *** «VC1 (ain whether elections will be held. 

* ma! , Jncertainty will persist until the 

IlUi reiec oslitutional Court rules on the suit 
J J vvl ^ by four MPs who contend that the 

1 T TO solution of the Bundestag was un- 

ua oner ^^1. 

■ l?alr blows the from u chancellor Kohl stands to lose most. 

r X 1 thouah with ins he more than any of the other 

’ The Sovfc! reply to politicians who advocated the ques- 

! open letter cannot, desp o t » ble P r0 ? dure f 1 * «* . t0 tbe diss °* 

' disparagement be take, ! “ * 51 of P arhament following his cngi- 
su mmit meeting " asa * ^defeat in n confidence vote in a 
If anythin* Th- ■. , to bring about new elections. 

The Soviet Union hff? 0 1 I* 511 lherefore bc ho who w111 hove 
favour of a^uperpow^Jm »<dw political bill should tho stra- 

since President Reagan assumed F tackRre : . • t 

Insistence on q 5i j. . { fee court has vanous options. It 

the other sunornnw*.. f 8 ^ Id approve Herr Kohl's manoeuvre 
Of Soviet D0Hc?rnr h, \- "“*§&«■ That would of course suit him 

ii is : tho most un,ikciy ° ui - 
hieal^becausen^irh^ Win8 rou ^ost experts President Carstens con- 

other’ how keen I rea lyi"^^ 0 " the | ’ ss “ e con “ dw . Koh ' , « ^ 
Beinc too b IZ * 0nill ® rin g^ n 8 about new clectl °ns uncon- 

interoreteH . could to ° ^iEional; even Justice Minister Hans 
interpreted as a sign of wcak«T 

gave the other side the edge. I ; 

For the Soviet Union sumrall 1 ' TJ/vl j 4-i 1 

macy with the United Statnql 1 X Oil ilGal 

an international image tarnishtji ‘ 1 

pansionism In Afghanistan and J.’ 1 t\Q 1*4*1 AG 

nary measures imposed on PoNf p m-X Uv3 

For Mr Reagan, who is coralafc n 

increasingly heavy domestic Ji • ■ I 111 A 111) 
the idea of commanding atet* 1 1 XXII ^ **P 

deMust pait from the six parties already in 
elect on camnlf L Bundesta S or (he state assem- 

bound to hold P Ii-?flii 8 i!!?iA Un ^ ef 'P' ,ho c, dctoral commission has now 
Both emdlf 1 ! attract ^n. | K iUcd 12 additional parties and 

demonstruti to WcS EuX"® 1 ’ 1 ” 88 sland in ,he Benaral clec - 

??ashiM?o^ B ^ Cy u r0 |j 8i<r ‘iP'y include the Communists (KPD) 

thc exrrerne right-wing National 
oi wielding Influence, how «%mocrats fNPD>. 

ttons lhCir di5armarac f rt their actudi purticipaiioh in thq 
So' Amirtra ,, nr i d j drT® wil1 dc P° nd on their ability to 
be d t R 5 jV W ' b W rsi 8 naturcs of support by 31 Ja- 

oSt 5o hf Bke They need. 100, 000th of the ell- 

b°Si^ - - - - a 

ajMSTASr «£ 2W«{£ 

ih . els, . to an simR in any event rceoanised cnmcsiuntii 


The Soviet reply to ^ 
open letter cannot, despite fork 
disparagement, be taken as a* 
summit meeting. * 

If anything, the opposite Is & 
The Soviet Union ha; been 
favour of a superpower suS 
since President Reagan assumed^ 
Insistence on a direct dialog 
the other superpower has beenaS 

Of Soviet nnlir.v Fnr 


: .nitmaiiu KOVOm- 

meat s surprising Atlantio loyally Was 
on missile modernisation. 

strlln 8 w n ? e / ? lracd t0 8 « how much 
West German opinion could 

withstand and how neutralist 'it was in 
reality. 

^ Proposed to sound out , , — W ic uie miss- -j i*v F M»«r out 

^ n ® va how flexible the' Soviet atti- f . c ° u ! d CQn t tmue to threaten Europe f1ee J, in 8 currents Of opinion nor to be 
de might prove' in the Eurostrategic ? a .^ yt,me * Washington would like Co con f used by tbe misleading new mathe- 

niat,c*.of Soviet politicians; 

owtaet Mr Bush matfe it lii, *2 ^ 8t » whe F e ?ouId be HansO.Staub 

«!!L J PCCial,y . 1° Bonn< that he was - a -™ Cd at ^^ na and Ja pan. ' ■ •' ' ■ ■ ' ■ : '■ v • (Rhelnlichcr Mwkur/ChtUt und WbIu 

Reagan offer makes summit 
bkely than ever' 

minor dbllgetloir™- 5 '. “ S ? ed a raore Tor t(ie Gifneva 'disarmament m m iaili he waB prepared 
Mr Bush himself evidently attschitH ” . S ' i - j . ^ to meet 'ho Soviet ledder. MtAid™ 

grealer importance. to ihl, major B«lln belti ^ & ?0 lhe ^all pr j„t We S-d SS^!* « «V pheo M 

w«2!sasaH?5 sysae.g !!*&» 

SMaasrr-'..r*-- :! ^SSSssssss 

He did so more olearly than can have 8 Iution .* dnd th tls the'Hfcst solution in down S f ra, ! derit had indeed laid 

aasssssKissS .jSsascsacs 

talks. 1 * ” * ' ‘hick, fog Over the mi.si,e ta' betwken K ?“? S'pSSS 

^SK'rr 1 " 1 - d(,p#h!e ^ th ■h- ^«"^ u fu^ u, " y ra,ed ° ut ■*« 

1™ ' wouW ! m..L , te™°M^ D ^l le «' r ! ha 


Mffllti (bbsew. -uwwvu io wnai mey would like. 

'ssSSS^aw IsfeSSSSt 

dim view of proposals foranucle^r-fiee allianca S ?« t0t8 hy P 0Cnsy ‘ The Atlantic 
zoneinEurope. Ircc «»a nc « -M capable of regaining a 

Such proposals are currently going «am e 1f°hW ' ^a' b ? " 0t by 8 « ut,C8s 
the rounds yet again, but as alwavs th! 8 m , of hlde and seck to avoid looking 

West would bX”'tolX W Z^ W^^East-West truths in the face® 


What is called for is clear determina- 
tion on the part of a leading power to 
engage in politics as the art of the possi- 
ble to the last moment. 

But it must allow itself neither to be 
unduly intimidated by popular but 
fleeting currents df opinion nor to be 

cnnfiicrtH Vu> (U. j.i i. 


Political 
parties 
- line up 

pah from the six parties already 
kthc Bundestag or the state asser 
«. the elictoru] commission lias no 
fitted 12 ndditionnl parties ar 
xipings to stand in the general de 


publlo In Bast and West, the com 
proposals seeming to bo less io, 
than hqw they are received I 
public. 

In this context the Russians t 
late proved more successful th 


. ‘.'ll-* ^VIIIM UMU tllV Villi 

in any event recognised contest: 
auso they have held a minimuir 
sests in stato assemblies since 
elections. 1 

he Green-Altenmtive ticket (G/ 
cn is represented in the Hamburg 
Hwoj is not deemed to be a polit 


„ r ouwwvaaim «wiure, is not doemed to be a noli 

5MESC i n “ -p— a - d >- 


•with the zero optio'n i: Which as' Mr Bush h-5?. . same time Washington would - mentino k*!™* of tbe open ,eHc r the 

toWKa&S .SSraASa-xe 

The zero plus Idea. Is: gaining mote SiILmIL^"* 1 ° f Sovlrt "t'dium-raMe : based"™!^ U ** ,y ,CTappin * aP ^nd- 

^ ZSL ft' 

te8 '* ;w * apon » on Both sides, -i.® . ' roSlsK'" 01 ' of wb »‘ h going tho "’um^i”" 1 ! 01 ’ ?- 11,4 “ ro °Pttafc 

a .sSfiSiSafts 

assaascit isseiswwjS 

IjJWng down the details would be far iSSfSSi . * - d miS?eK ra ^' u ™-'»nge 


mm Ilk 

■ ope is not favourable to any nw 
might make. 

. 11 8°es without saying that am 
.t>on of the East-West dialogue 
only be welcomed, but a summit! 
ing can only be the cqnsequM* 
the wellspring, of an improvement 
lateral ties between Moscow and* 
irtgton, • j. 

Peter Sd 

, < t| (Oremcr Na chridilcn, 3 Februr) 

P ©ctmnn Sfrito 


kly varying political aims. 

H X I s not interested in standin 
i^neral election. , 
commission is chaired by. K 
FOt and consists of lwq CDU 
r5Pp. members t and one men 
«irom thc CSU and thc FDP. 
fthad to rule on a total of 23 
^wns by small and miniature giN 
i®*!,. wanted to, be recognise: 
«deS? rtiC5 an d {ake P art " ,n [ h< 

.Were rejected because 1 
; not meet the conditions laid d 


^ deslrt for 

condi,ions lurk behind the TffiS- ^!" d ^ ,han called ^the Soviet ■■■' MosSSih'^J” ;haa W on 

SjtaaBSSw^ XsssaeSei**?! 

1 ;^G**!nrsf:'is that there e- ■ Tb ® tenor of his soeech morin t 


. — «—vm. .. .j • : “^^Upiia at Moscow, v> * ' Bonn and BeHlg v |. 

^ th »t rtereimustbe hoSd- ■ iJJhS? ° f hls 8 P cechlnad o the at- denfSaS f !-? seen Whi4h ’ r Pros!- 

ss&m 

roast pocket an open letter to Euro- ,c V ' M ‘ ' f° ter w - Schroeder > 

(Siuiigarter Nachrichtetl.a February' 1983) 
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■ GENERAL ELECTION 


Kohl would be in trouble if 
court ruled against him 


Engelhard (FDP) gives the suing MPs a 
good chance of success. 

The Constitutional Court could also 
follow the pattern of Us ruling on the 
Basic Treaty with East Germany and let 
Kohl's find Carstens* interpretation of 
the Constitution pass, though not un- 
conditionally but with several strings at- 
tached. ■'•■■■ 

This would mean the go-ahead for 
the general election but the Bundestag 
thc government and thc President 
would have their' knuckles rapped aiid 
would have to face severe consequences 
in case of a repeat performance. 

The third possibility, a dear no to 
elections Would be a fiasco for Kohl. 

Immediately after the FDP switched 
coalition partners, unseating Helrriut 
Schmidt and bringing Hetmiit Kohl to 
power, the new Chancellor guaranteed 
new elections. 

As he was bent on campaigning as a 
sitting Chancellor he shirked the ob- 
vious and uncomplicated approach, re- 
signation. : 

His detour viu the engineered vote of 
no confidence on 17 December could 
now take him up a blind alley. 

If the promised election cannot be 
held after all. Kohl will stand accused 
of having. deceived the public, a>somc- 
what tricky siluution for a party boss 
whose team hus for weeks accused 
other politicians of lying and fraud. 

His challenger, Huns-Jochen Vogel, 
has* already culled on him to resign 
should this happen and Kohl would 


find it hard not to do so under the cir- 
cumstances. 

There would, of course, also be consi- 
derable confusion in tho Bundestag it- 
self. 

Tho conservatives would, virtually 
from ono day to tho next, need , a new 
nominee for the Chancellorship; and 
considering the rivalries between CDU 
and CSU they would be hard pressed to 
pull one out of a hat. • • > . 1. -! 

To make matters even more compli- 
cated, whoever they nominate' woUld 
also' have to be acceptable to ; the FDP. 
The result could well be a CDU'br SPD 
minority government. in ' 

If Kohl opted to remain in office he 
would be faced with a shambles. Argii- 
ing that he Went out of his wgy'to keep 
his premise of hew elections and that 
lib hhd no choice but to bow to the 
Constitutional Court ruling would hold 
little water. ■' 

Detractors would argue that lie kjicw 
the risks from the very beginning and 
that there was no excuse for bending 
the, Constitution for purely tactical rea- 
sons. 

Another yvidc open question is the 
support Kohl would receive from thc 
parties in his coalition in the period 
until normal elections in i$84. 

The new coalitjan has deliberately 
omitted dealing with numerous contro- 
versial issues that would have to be 
dealt with during this legislative period 
should the general elections not be held 


und the dissolution of the Bundestag be 
reversed. 

As it, is Helmut Kohl, Franz Josef 
Strauss arid Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
are not on the same wavelength on tho 
Natq missiles issue. 

• The same applies to Ostpolitik and 
Doutschlandpolitik, in which thc CSU 
lias its own ideas. 

, Then there is the problem of surtax 
for higher earners which .Herr {Cohl 
wants to. be non-re payable . .while the 
FDP iu3i5ts.it be regarded as a compul- 
sory loan and hence repayable, 1 

The safe majority Kohl still had when 
he posed tho 17 December confidence 
question could easily crumble in thc 
next two years. ........ 

. , But .oven ' should .Kohl be . spared a 
major debacle, he Is unlikely to come 
out of the Constitutional Court dispute 
unscathed. , 

. uEyen q half-hearted go-ahead from 
the justices would not entirely dear him 
of the image of. a man .who has tried to 
tamper with the Constitution. 

A reprimand by the bench not to try 
the confidence vote manipulation a so* 
cond time, or even a dissenting minority 
in an otherwise. positivo ruling for Kohl, 
would provide the. Opposition with 
plenty of ammunition in the current 
campaign, which would hardly enhance 
tho conservatives 1 election prospects. 

Kohl's tactics have .already turned 
out to be a boomerang in one respect. 
Had he called for immediate new elec- 
tions .last year the conservatives would 
almost certainly, have gained an abso- 
lute majority. 

Tito FDP would have- stood no 
chance of being returned to parliament 
und the SPD was in disarray at the time, 
us Franz Josef Strauss suid the other 
day. Herr Kohl has since lost the edge 

he had in October. ..... , 

Joachim Hnuck 

(NUrnberger Nuehrtchien, 3 February 1983) 


N o putty has luken us much trouble 
hammering oiit a cumputgh plat- 
form as the FDP. 

Thc CDU und CSU nulionui commit- 
tees only rubber-stamped what the 
party bosses drafted in thc wuy of melli- 
fluous und non-committal basic policy 
statements. 

" The SPD delegates only »kj( to dem- 
onstrate unity in adopting (heir plat- 
form. 1 

Thc FDP, on the other hand, went 
into thc details of their programme as if 
they had to chart their party's course 
forever. ... . , 

At .all events that, was the impression 
gained at the Liberals' campaign con- 
gress in Freiburg lute in January 

This particular, congress had to fulfil] 
u number of functions. For one thing, it 
was the first major meeting after the 
'Berlin congress in November that hud 
dealt with dissension within the parly 
following the switch of coalition part- 
jners. ' 1 

: The Freiburg get-together was also 
the first meeting after the wave or real- ' 
•gnations from the party ebbed. It mark- 
ed the kick-olT for (he FDP campaign. 

' The delegutcs and above all thc top 
party leadership managed to demon- 
strate in Freiburg tbat.th^wounds the 
:FDP sustained us a result of thc shift 
'have formed scar tissue even if they 
'have not healed. 

The party also succeeded in develop- 
ing a profile of its own that distingui- 
shes it from its political opponents.. 

in view of the meeting's decision to 
;stick with the party's present coalition 
[with the conservatives it was absurd for 
tfto leadership io stress that nobody' 
could accuse the party of having shifted 
16 the HfehL 


FDP holds 
election 

1 ■ 'i. t< 

congress 

It was also ridiculous tb 1 maintain 
that the FDP has kicked the 'CDU in 
the shin on some major issues: ' 

It was equally ludicrous to say that 
what distinguished the FDP from the 
SPD was minor by comparison and, that 
the FDP was girding itself with its deci- 
sions primarily against its new coalition 
partner.;.: •. ; .1 ... ;■ 

The FDP is now as worried about 
being absorbed by thc right wing of the 
conservatives us it previously was about; 
being drawn into the f YQrt«t of q.dcflin-i 
ing SPD. ! 

As impressive as parts of the Liberal' 
platform might be, including its stance) 
agaihst subjecting conscientious objec-! 
tors to heariiiy, against stopping! de-j 
monstrators from covering their faeih W 
avoid being identified and against the’ 
construction of the Main-Danube! 
Canal .along .with their insistence that[ 
the surtax for higher comers be repflyg*) 
Me. and that the Interior portfolio |i. in } 
the FOP'S hands again, they are a liabi-l 
lity that could be a burden in future. i 
Most undecided voters the FDP is! 
wooing are likely to be indifferent toi 
the party's platform. What will guide 
them in casting their votes will be such 
considerations as: better three than two 
parties in parliament, Genscher rather! 
than Strauss at the Forcigri Mftlstry,| 
and generally a desire to retain the FDP 
W a political force In national politic. 


What matters io thq members of (he 
party, w;)io huyo to bo motivated not 
only for tho cumpuign but for tho posi- 
clcciiop time as well, is of course the 
question us to whut will eventually bc* 
come of the plutforni. 

., They will keep a keen eye on how 
much of it will enter (he coalition agree- 
ment and be ovldcnt in future govern- 
ment work.,, 

For them, it is anything but encourag- 
ing to know that (he FDP would have to 
capture at least ten per cent of. the 
popular vole and that the conservatives 
would have to suffer considerable los- 
ses for the<most important of these plat« 
form items to be implemented. 

The FDP elictto that - the party has 
been declared dead many times before 
and was still 'alive and kicking is no 
guarantee dr success in thc forthcoming 
election nor will it 'permit the party to 
take it easy once'U’has'tdkeit the five 
per cent hurdle (needed for representa- 
tion tri parliament), 

The biggest effort will have to be 
made after the,, election, has .been wea- 
thered bewusc it js then that (he party 
will have to prove its Ability ngt only to 
formulotp but ip impleinpnt 'liberal 
policies. _ V ' . ' , 

. This, implementation issue Actually 

dominated Inc congress. This is a ques- 
tion that concent, aboye ptl. the perso- 
nal, future of parly chairman ,H an s-DIe- 
tricji Gepicher, , 

..He will only be:sb!c to. put an end )o 
tfteeuraept discussion about his succes- 
sor if he adopts a more assertive stance, 
not only as Foreign Minister but also as 

partyl “ d "- Ada Brandcs 

(SluiigaHtr Zellung. )t jjnuery 19831 
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Walter WaUmann, a mayor who has made 
people feel proud of Frankfurt 


LABOUR 



k 1 


TT mayor of Frankfurt for a six-year Mayor WaUmann gels away with it, 

term almost os a matter of course. It a . rgldn8 that the debts amount to u mere 

was a far cry from the trouble associate six por 06111 of the cit y’ s investment pro- 

cd with the mayoralty in the past. Branime, which is, after all, an econo- 

Christian Democrat WaUmann has '* mic booster package. ~ 

survived his first six years in surprising- local People feel prouder of their city f N ? £ for nolhin 8 has lbe SPD failed .* : * i 

ly good shape. He runs the city and the than they used to do. for tba past six years to come up with j 

local CDU in a manner the SPD com- Herr WaUmann has succeeded in any bri 8ht ideas on how to persuade vo* J 

plains Is reminiscent of enlightened ab- 8®Hlng people to identify themselves tcrs ta send Herr WaUmann packing. A 

soIuUsm. with their city again even if he has . he ! ook over ■* mayor in 1977, mk 

irevious Social Democratic mayors ar 8 u a b ty done so by pressing ahead “ av,n S previously served as Bundestag 111 

t W6r ® ° vt >n constant skirmishes ^ th P |an ® already drawn up by the So- “E for Marburg, the Social Democrats 

with the SPD. The last word on an issue tt ’ al Democrats. belittled him as a country bumpkin with 

was spoken by the SPD, either the local Voter * have given him the credit In nationa!ist leanings. waiter Waflmann 

«unrff Jr ,h ° party group ,n ,he “V i? 8 , 1 ,he C1,ris,ian Democrats poiled ,®. ut “7 s °°" to swallow hard, while the FrankAirt SP 1 W 
» „ 54,2 per cent ' an incredible perform- ll \ thoao **** Herr WaUmann was fear- noted somlS r 7,P. mk 

h e r H wh fl W i ? nn C,aims not to retnem - anc e in what once was known as Red ed as 5 diehard right-winger (allegedly seemed unlkl j! ? 9 ! 

ber when he last attended a meeting of Frankfurt. oven further to the right than Alfrprf unfit w ,, key 0 w,n el «ion 

Mrae S? UndI 8r ° UP * He WOU,d not f a,,maim fceIs that the city as a life D , regger ’ but intelligent). He prov- n . . “ "“! ,n movcd ,0 flnD ^ 

hi r , mayor SJ0b ,s “ kiI *«. but f^ 10 aad form of settlement will only ! d n,ore than a match for the tasks he 7u * ■ ° n,y way that 
he does feel mayor of Frankfurt is one have 8 future as long as it retains points faced in Frankfurt. os lbe 5, tuntion stands, would ki 

o the toughest assignments In the coun- of identification and can convey a sense Despite an absolute CDU maioriiv in fiCr Bdr ? er Wero t0 los ® powfrn 
try :. „ . of warmth and self-esteem. the city council he retained semai SPD .T mb,y poM nnd WaUmann , 

morahf^snMrW^Eij 8 .- 11 on - Me- Democrats say his ideas Social and Free Democrat, u,„„ ^Ptember Alfred Dreggtr | 


W alter WaUmann was re-elected 
mavor of Frankfurt f rt - „ 


Economists outline two-pronged attack 
on unemployment at Mannheim 


Walter WaUmann 

while the Frnnkftirt SPD noj fc 
noted, somewhat fatalistically. 


n his opening address at a Mannheim 
University symposium on Economic 
ilicy in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
jiy Professor Horst Siebcrt quoted 
orge Bernard Shaw as having once 
i that if you laid all the economists 
■the world end to end you still 
iildn't reach a conclusion. 

I lstory has borne him out a thou- 
fold. Knowing this, journalists at- 
. economists 1 gatherings with a 
b of scepticism. 

By the same token, they also know 
it John Maynard Keynes was right 
icn he said; “Practitioners who re- 
td themselves as being entirely free 
m intellectual influences are usually 
i.islaves of some long-dead econo- 




ed as a diehard rinht T ' s °mcwnat fntalfsticaUy IF “ e saiai practitioners who re- 

even further to the rinht 8 !^ 3 5! sce ™ ed unlikely to win electioalF themselves as being entirely free 
Dregger, but moreinteMigent) " n,M W “ l,manl, m °™<l to inoijp “ lec, “ aI influences are usually 

ed more than a mltch for .he B “' 'l 16 onl - v Wa -V co.wfc 1 ™ 5 of some “°no- 

faced in Frankfurt. os lbe 5, tuntion stands, would 

Despite an absolute CDU maioriiv in fier Bfl ? er Wero t0 lose Powers! 1 * bo amusing to visualise what 
the city council he retained several 5pS ns l scnib,y poM nnd WaUmann fr woiHnnlc polioy-makera would do 

men as executive officers He e^hiwT L akc ovcr rrom lhe Social dJ 1 ^ were t0 become sIaves of the 

ed a reputation as mnvnr «r SrJL?. I Pr,mc Minister of Hesse. pnomists gathered in Mannheim for 


asrjiS »ssiS=L&~ ==».=£=r« 


i , . * — — iu ue LuailD in 

the cuy s Paulskirche. Suburban soccer 
clubs need to be given a word of encou- 
ragement when relegation Is Imminent. 

City’s image catastrophic 

' .i 

It is all part of a tough Job as Ober- 
P°P ula| i° 1 ' 

c!iv??^i,r„ y .?.i y . be sl*th-largest 


men as executive officers. He establish- 
ed a reputation as mayor of Frankfurt 
as a whole and pursued a liberal arts 
policy. 

■Social and Free Democrats wero 


enn . J “ pavasi, UIC 

SPD argues, saying he is to blame. 

Mart L" Went2 * fln u P*and-coming 
young SPD man, says Herr WaUmann 
has laid out Persian carpets for the city 
centre. He criticises Mayor WaUmann ’s 
predilection for pomp and circum- 
stance. 

prince in his determination to keep up 
appearances. Herr Wentz says what 
town planning today must do is im- 


Mavor h w1? kcft scddogist, thanked 
Mayor WaUmann for coming to his aid 
m the race of unwarranted allegations. 

Herr WaUmann says there has been 
no change in his fundamentally conser- 

rkri okibutthojobh - 

vprhM 8 . ho i on8cr 8iVeh to lashing out 
verbally in the way he used to do In the 
Hesse CDU in the late- 1960s and 1970s. 


SE35 MW e 


the toughesl problfms! s “ aD v ,aces 

sswra-tS i re,oln “ 8rain or 

irahsport centre. J ° r „J. h ' a ™« a ™und , hs moin rai , 

ran «>• risk of being n mere dec , " u “ al0 ° f Passive urbuj, 

nore = h .T e ’ Wl ‘- h an in,e ™ ,io "al s^ condlt| 0 n » in many 

l im Pressive road network, tow- P ^ f ,ho dty are mo,t “nsatlsfactory. 

pemlo ky<0raP “ B “ nd fwer and rawar t J5’ . nnan ‘ri a ' Pnsition uf what, poten- 

P c ...... t al| y. such a rich city has In „ 

JSSSEffi' p,annln8 P 0,lc l“ d e<t Return for the worse " ° 

«««* sV-sssscasa 

many. Foreign ora, made up more than - • ' 

imsM ° f ,the p °P u,Bti Oh- The city’s ~ ■ • , .. n 

image was catqs.trophic. , ys L 

now nearing completion. " ■ ' 

=rs KEwRua<,Mw . 

(k ™ k . • , . * * x • 

Oner 3 " fh^ 11 boasts lbe rebuilt Alte >* ^ • - 

i^ngbar^^r^ .... 


drastic turn for the worae. “ 

n!!T b “ s new deb,, lnonr « d Partly 
haHJd r tn m , an n y ,Er “' 8e Pr0jsc,s * ould 

when ih. S. P “ b,IC ou,c,y ,n ,h « days 

when the city was run by Social Demi: 

CHANGfe OP ADDRES8 FORM 


cally and nationally, and the’ Kec' 

fn cases of doubt, he says, ho would 

tile ms faVOUr of rrocdom if 

Reminded of local CDU opposition 
to Civic honours for Anna Seghers in 
Mainz and Heinrich Bail | n Cologne 

^ With his personal charm, strategic 

*e”wa^lmann bl C *^" C0n8Cl0,1Sness WaN 
hL m T mM? now cons » d ered one of 

counfty, 81 8hly ' rated : ma y°« ^ the 

Helmut Kohl would have welcomed 
Wm as a member of the Bonn Cabinet, 


Prime Minister of Hesse. pnomists gathered in Mannheim for 

Immediately after the sawtlSlS 'fj'™. the economists offer, 
ed by the Hesse CDU at ihejf ahe,ping . handtotho P rac titioners. 
sScptcmbcr Alfred Dreggtr fTfce Question is, should the policy- 
down and hud WaUmann !# aker8 acce P t tbe hand when it comes 
state chairman of the party. ^ ,b# crux of the problem, unemploy- 

Tliat automatically meant , 

CDU's choice for Mute ftcniiiF of “ sor Hons Karl Sch neider dcs- 
mann was riled, not only byibii bed , what Keynes hnd t0 say about 
poor election perfomnnee buff « «* “intricate struc- 

causa he hnd been pr CSS .gangriK^^^f? e l e l^i h ^ m ^ ny ° t utbulldln e s 
job ho hnd never relished. P™® Ms hard tp find one*s way. 

it _ , ’ “Even so, the Keynes structure is 

, y L ! n ” ,S hot **kfpful In arriving ut a diagnosis evon 
particularly keen on becoml^Kdav.*’ 

h?m o'n ihc^anot’in' ^muclMl!( r u3r ei,nes ' nn lboor ' cs have various cx- 
in 1976 whence nui ^g 1 ? for Involunlaiy joblessness, 

out for n man to stand si S , h ' bcm cxacss va wa 8 a ?, ln rea J 
Frank furl. WJ ,ba t ev ®o total competition and 

„ , . . Jttlole prices cannot remedy through 

Me hus settled down as market forces alone, 

' d mb,l “" al ' y .“Up?? 1 hia urffAu Mhe, clement is lack of demand 

^?; bb , e is . s ke f ly to the labour market, 

mnjor issues of domcM c and c ... . , 

rnirs. FTOftssor Schneider sees the various 

.. diagnoses of Keynesianism as being 

He can talk about them fapked by a therapy of demand-steering 
orguttfng municipal details, pwhanisms augmented by an incomes 
Bui ho feds that now he hub£°% that ensure prico and wage rela- 
rusted by the Stute CDU wilhdjr 11 * that are compatible with full em- 
ng Herr BOmer he must do 8lllB 0 J ,mo nt and monetary stability. 


i 1 m ^ 

art* f ■- *■ mA ■-• ---• . - ' nfl 


deficit could have been waived had that 
been done. 

The outcome of this wrong move was 
that “public sector deficits reached pro- 
portions at the beginning of the 1980s 
that made a consolidation mandatory at 
the very moment when the economy 
staggered under the impact of the se- 
cond oil shock and the current account 
showed an unprecedented deficit." 

Schneider essentially goes along with 
Fels. He does not regard the oil shock 
as the main reason for the unemploy- 
ment which he attributes to wrong re- 
sponses to the shock. 

“Instead of reducing our demands on 
the GNP these demands were kept at 
the same high level and, in some instan- 
ces, even increased. 

“High wages in real terms and equal- 
ly high social security costs along with 
the sophisticated labour and social af- 
fairs legislation have made labour ex- 
cessively expensive, thus retarding ne- 
cessary adjustments. 

“Some unprofitable and obsolete 
production facilities have been pared 
down or scrapped. Established indus- 
trial areas have lost their importance, 
giving free rein to the negative forces of 
structural change. 

“But no positive cffectB as a result of 


new jobs in profitable old production 
facilities engaged in making new pro- 
ducts at new sites ensued” 

How can our economic policy get out 
of this self-inflicted crisis 7 

Said. Issing: “The supply-side ap- 
proach is trying to do exactly this. The 
extreme variety of it as practised in tiie 
USA calls for total deregulation of de- 
mand while the 'moderates* hold that 
supply-side and demand measures must 
be coordinated.” 

This Is a point at which the views of 
Issing and Schneider meet. Schneider 
also calls for a dual strategy. 

As he sees it, a supply-side policy 
must remove the obstacles hampering 
necessary structural adjustments, and 
this makes it essentially a system policy: 
market economy steering mechanisms 
instead of government intervention. 

The business community must be- 
come more flexible and administrative 
obstacles must be removed; growth im- 
pulses must be boosted through deregu- 
lation; the wage structure must be made 
less rigid to coincide with productivity 
differences In branches of industry and 
regions. 

Supplementary Keynesian elements 
would then have the function of mode- 
rating quantitative restrictions. 

There seems to be something new in 
the offing here that goes under the cum- 
bersome heading Theory of Qunntily 
Rationing Balances. 

The aim of this theory is to provide 


out for a man to stand at a 
Frankfurt. 

Me hu* settled down as mi) 
emotionally adjusted himself 
idea, but he is Mill keenly initfi 
major issues of domestic and for 
fairs. 

He con talk about them for 
forgetting municipal details, 

Bui he feds that now he hu b 
trusted by the Suite CDU with d 
Ing Herr BOmer he must do ill' 
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to oust the Social Democrats would have been surprised at 
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as well us Frankfurt. 

The CDU's prospects of gaio 
absolute majority in the state M 
are none too good, however. & 
vourable conditions the Christbf 
ocrats could even lose votes ad 
round. 

Walter WaUmann would ltiw' 
loser, but he Isn't yet and it may* 
some time before the danger arise 
Hesse's SPD certainly feeh N 
extremely dangerous challenger 
much more effective than AWp 1 
ger. It is well aware of hii 
to middle-of-the-road opinion j 1 
the professionalism that mark* bjt' 
word and gesture. 

Herr WaUmann, possibly H* 5 * 
possibility or future slips into ^ 
is curently making a point « 1 
cool, calm and collected. ! J 

He sees politics as potential^ 
live and say s he Intends W r^j 
politics at 55 (he is now 50). HJJ 
then welcome a post as a urifvert^j 
feasor. JJ 

Alexander HoU&\ 

tSOffaJeufolK Ze Illinois 


I tent of common ground in Mann- & > der themselves the victims. 

tad he attended. Remembering the business com muni* 

Instances nobody opposed the ty's complaints about state interference 

I thesis put forward by Otmar Iss- ln man y are as, it must come as a sur* 

f W0rzburg, who said: “It was Prise that these very people now sud* 

ly conceived and. In Its practical den, y fccI themselves abandoned by the 

«lon, abused demand steering very policy-makers whom they kept tell- 
d us into the cul-de-sac of stagfra- ,n 6 to keep their hands off. 

Speaking at the Bavarian Manage- 

hard Fels of Kiel elaborated mont Con 8 reM in Munich, Employers 
i that Bonn's ^ IJS f’ Association President Otto Esser (and a 
id-side economic noitrv tn 1078 number of other speakers) lamented 

that politicians have left them in the 

ital budgetary deficits 8 ,urch on 8horter work *ng times (both 

se eimt ak*.!, . * . working weeks and working liveB). 

fom *L ,£ 0 W l Cnt under pre f ' He said politicians showed a lack of 

. Jl the B .° nn . S C0BO | ni< : responsibility when insisting that this 

liter knowlMo Vernn l flnl aC !, Wi flgaiBst crucial Issue be dealt with through col- 
I an and “PP C< J *P erld| ng lect!vp bargaining. 

Snonw so ih H ! n n^!l^ mpufscs l i° the This naturally calls for a couple of 

Ore play the r J , 0e . l J Tllny w . du,d once questions. For instance, have changes in 
HeLJ. Vj T ° fl0C0ra0t,ve * working rimes not always been a matter 

! hmi!/*- " ad wo ihat time slash- to be worked out by the parties to cpl- 
‘ SSTL* 8 * , W ^ Wouid bav ® achleve4 lective bargaining? 

Jrhe iQQr m . U Bt nB effect - M What exactly are the politicians ex- 

m £f 9 j * nc0ra ® Wx reduction that peeled to do here) Are they to bap 

ton n r ° duC6d due t0 tbe Increasingly shorter working times by decree? 

L,L Prog rctai°n from one bracket to 'But even apart from this incompre- 

■ w and led to a worsening of tbd hensible call for the stale, the discus- 


Management opposes working 
less in Munich 

public with the spectacle of conflicting [ 
pronouncements and decisions. 

The same applies to those who voci- > ‘ 

ferously deplore this because they con- si on of the issue at the Munich congress 
sider themselves the victims. showed little rhyme or reason. 

Remembering the business communi- The assurances by employers that 
ty's complaints about State interference they are prepared to discuss the matter 
in many areas, it must come as a sur- were always followed by their stressing 
prise that these very people now sud- familiar attitudes: perhaps a bit more 
denly feci themselves abandoned by the part-time work; job-sharing is also 
very policy-makers whom they kept tell- worth pondering; but any kind of shor- 
ing to keep their hands off. ler working times is out of the question. 

Speaking at the Bavarian Manage- The only solution the employers have 
mont Congress in Munich, Employers to ofler to the problem of joblessness is 
Association President Otto Esser (and a pay moderation, improved operating 
number of other speakers) lamented profits and more investement, all of 
that politicians have left them in the which are supposed to amount to more 
lurch on shorter working times (both jobs. : 

working weeks and working liveB). Though the strategy is right in prind- 

He said politicians showed a lack or pie, it is one-sided, and those pro- 
responsibility when insisting that this pounding it should at least have contra- 
crucial issue be dealt with through col- dieted the president of the Federal La- 
lectivp bargaining. bour Office, Josef Sting], wbo put the 

This naturally calls for a couple of following facts and theses up for dis- 
queiripns. For instance, have changes in cussion. 

working times not always been a matter According to latest Labour Office fi- 
le be worked out by the parties to col- gures, wo would need a growth rate of 

at least four per cent until 1990 to keep 
the number of jobless at its present 
level. 

In the same breath* Stfngl added that 
such growth rates were unlikely. Tbe 
contention remained unopposed. 


new insights into an economic world 
with an inexorably growing wage and 
price rigidity and increasing inflexibili- 
ty. 

The pivotal point of this theory is: 
Wrong prices and wages, unless swiftly 
corrected, can lead to quantity restric- 
tions in the sale of goods (sales slump) 
and to flagging demand for labour 
(unemployment). 

When this happens, wage and price 
adjustments alone are no longer enough 
to restore frill employment. 

To prevent a cumulative downward 
trend, there must be an expansive fiscal 
policy buttressed by a monetary policy 
that will boost demand, and that at the 
earliest possible stage. 

But if anything is to bo gained, state 
demand must not supplant private de- 
mand. 

What matters, Schneider said, is to 
convince the private sector that the ne- 
cessary economic measures will in the 
long run boost tax revenues. 

This means that taxation rates will 
not have to go up and tax relief will re- 
sult in the long term. 

Schneider’s conclusion: “A Keynes- 
ian demand-boosting policy of this kind 
can evidently be regarded as part of & 
supply-side economic policy." 

It is no coincidence that some of the 
papers read in Mannheim came from 
people who had left tho ivory tower of 
economics to join the political arena. 

Fels was, and Schneider Is, a member 
of the Council of Economic Advisers to 
the Bonn govemement. 

Bonn policy-makers would be well 
advised to become 11 'slaves’* of econo- 
mists not yet dead. 

Rudolf Herlt 
(Dio Zell, 4 February 1 983) 


If Stlngl is right, this means that the 
position on the labour market will of 
necessity deteriorate still further If over- 
all conditions, including working times, 
remain the same. 

The very fact that nobody seemed 
able to contradict this outlook should 
have driven the participants in the 
meeting into the camp of the protago- 
nists of shorter working times. 

But the majority of the business re- 
presentatives who attended, especially 
officials of business organisations* did 
not seem to be particularly worried 
about the prospect of further millions 
out of work, notwithstanding their as- 
surances to the contrary. 

This raises the question as to how 
long the public will put up with indus- 
try's demands for continued pay cuts 
(in real terms) with deteriorating labour 
market conditions and its continued op- 
position to shorter working times, 

Based on past experience, Josef 
Stlngl put his finger on the wound when 
he said that although they were predic- 
table, little was being done to courtier 
developments that were in store. ' 

He conceded that shorter : working 
times were no cure-all, especially ir they 
could not be achieved without extra 
cost. 

But he also said that anybody who re- 
jected them as adamantly aa the busi- 
ness community did today would one 
day find himself answerable to the 
swelling legions of Jobless. 

The trade unions would also be an- 
swerable if (hey did not desist from Im- 
posing ever new costs on industry. 

Helmut Maier-Mannhart • 

(SOddcutidie Zritung.2| Jamuiy 19*3) 
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Deutsche BP narrowly 
averts closure 


T he Hamburg head office of the ail- 
ing Deutsche BP, still the dominant 
rorce on Germany’s oil market; is ex- 
tremely dose-mouthed when it comes 
to information. • 

Ail that has been forthcoming lately 
is chief executive Helimuth Buddcn- 
berg's statement that BP would remain 
on the market. ' 

Rescue plans are clearly being ham- 
mered out behind closed doors. 

Deutsche BP, on the 1 verge of insoi- 
vtincy, was saved in the nick of time by a 
DMfiOOm cash boost by its British parent 
company, which has problems of, its 
own. .. , . 

l ^ e - Qprmari company's 
DM900m trading losses in 1982, Bud- 
denberg would hardly have had any 
choice but to tile insolvency procee- 
dings had the parent company not 
■ jumped into the breach. i;!., 

It appears that, .the London head 
Jaa aJrcady. been considering a 
quiet withdrawal from the market for its 
German subsidiary, but shelved there 
plans in a last-minute decision ' • 

1 BFs Competitors are not* doing ‘too 
well either, having bden hit by a severe 
structural crisis in th* wake of the' se- 
cond world-wide oil crisis in 1979/80; 

v Folfawing steep .oil price, increases by 
opec, the, -Wes tem consumer nationsre- 
mombered a lopg-fqrgouen , virtue, 

, Pf rPW consumers;’ and industry in 

particular, Jeamed-their . lesson’ Caste? 
than the rnultmational oil giants had ex-- 
petted. This, together with the reces- 
sion, led to 'drastic cutbacks in oil con- 
sumption., 

. 11 h * s dro PP ed by about 25 per cent’ " 
since 1980 and now stands at about 102 
million tons a year. Oil sales .are likely ' 
stJ]i ^ther to about • 

100 tpIJJlon tons m 1982. , ... 

n _ °P« countries now find It.difr 
fiouh to selliheinoil, except at discount 
rates. The North Sea . has. become West . 

Germany almost important supplier or ' 
crude. f; . 

Imports, from:., the. Opeo countries i 
have gone, down correspondingly,, from ' 

cw^w, n ‘ ^ t ;^ , ' , . imid '; l ” 0a l to 64 - 2 p« < 

L.qflnsumntipn.cfl/Bht'heating'iiVhM , 

89d»l , .down , partjcujarly-t steeply , Last t 

«■* ■ - « « • million Zt; ^ rs 

down to the level 011968., , " ., ' 

'J 1 * 1 OH Shock .in 1973 de- v 

mora tW i-j 1 ' h,f * tins oi|: has dropped i 
! J ipei.cent ; I and ,the decline i 

^W" 8 ,ol! oonsu mption.(used 
primarily in jndustry. and: by power sta. ti 

tlons) Htentdown even farther , , ’ S 

abouMd Stm M, " plion to o 

W ton5 * fardy, due to the V 

shift (qwerdenucleerenew-,,;,;,: 9 ;"? V 

' 1 WSsonsequeneca or this for.-ttro nil c 

busm^.wero, ..disastrous. Dedininh E 

wJw wfdn^H r * n aa , y ■, erl6is,jos > the n, 

dSSr^?;;f ;;8 tu ‘^ade, *«,.«, it 

. Consumer thrift has been rewarded ni 

and'dn flrm i 9f ' ,i -? 0lin,,!gauto,not i vo ' fu el In 
anddpnaesdc o.l prices and.lhls in turn m 

■* 5 

no 

1988. 1 ,?*!.;' '“ nd sh 

rtcssiaofiningoapaoS^^ 


' se _ tu P and administration, all of which 
t will have to be geared to lower levels of 
- consumption. 

* Excessive production capacities are 
the most pressing problem now. Eyen 
' though refining capacities to the tune of 
■ 17.4 millions tons have already been 

i shut down, the remaining capacity 'of 
126 million tons is still excessive.' 1 

1982 sales were only 100 million toils 
and many refineries operated at their 
technical minimum of 50 per cent of ca- 
pacity. 

The national average was 56.4' per 
cent of capacity as against 57.1 per cent 
a year earlier. (Normally, refineries 
operate at 85 .per cent of capacity.) . • 

• BP is planning to scrap its sophisti- 
cated Dinslakcn refinery in March, thus 
reducing the oil industry's, production 
capacity by, another 6 million tons, 

But shutting down, idle capacities .is 
not enough because not only .has de- 
mand gone down; the structure of rc- 
ipaimng demand has changedi making 

many older refineries obsolete. ' . 
Skyrocketing prices, especially for 

heating oil, have led to a lowering 1 or 
thermostats or a switch tp other forms 
of energy. But the chemical industry 
and road traffic continue to depend on 

^ Afe a, result, demand for light pro- 
ducts like petrol and liquid gas is likely 
tp ao up while, consumption of heating 
oil will drop still furthe*, 8 

with additional problems. A/reudy pit i, ; 
gued by heavy losses, they will now 
havd to invest huge suths iri the coiivcr- 

^ :° F . rCfi ^ riCS ™ thC lle ^ “ n p uc * | 

' f -v : ' 


:• •• • .«> • ■’* . i -V. ; 

— . -c- , -U •* ^ ^ 

tion of plants that will convert now un- 
saleable heavy oil into automotive fuel. 

R . ““I ® u ? h ^vestments become inerca- 

,a risky 8 ? the 0pec countr ies build 
"fineries fti a bid to fiood 
Wwtern markets with finished pro- 

_ Maanwhneahedismantling'bfirefine- 

ries will continue, and .many a job will 
be lost m the process. Some of the oil 
companies could go out of business, ° 

worae hi hSSli **? that BP has been 
d B n^r» v othersi and HerrlBud- 

thi on“ZT r . l978 ‘ when rt h e,ci,ange. ift 
the, oil, market was already. in'the oftina 

of 'l'hf, St0, ' Pa , ndin8 9I,diil ‘>ro course 

Vebl dear Pan . P " : ma ^ e , hiS fa ™ c,u ° 

^rt^J^P^^DMSOOnifdrijw. 
uelsenberg AG (through which RP 

tho coal 

Sfffi. ? uddehb erg lalso bought equities 

np„r ye u and J nso,a * adt ^ nn ^«.* 

i. BP also ' bought ! about 1 4 000 iPrt««i 

filhngrstations' and the.heating: oil trad; 

!"*' company StinnesuStromeyer.-, .This 

now'baXX'S 

fi-om/an .origmal. 24.ml||ioiivtons to 8 

million. tons^The^mpany intends ^to 


concentrate more on trade than on pro- 
duction. 

Shell and Esso, on the other hand, 
will continue to operate their refineries 
with capacities of 14 and 18.5 million 
tons respectively. 

BP’s motto for the future is: Hands 
off any business that could result in los- 
ses. 

ch Th 0 filling station network or now 
Q f 3,200 stations is to be thinned out to en- 
sure profitability. 

ro But the Hamburg head office will 
:n a ! s ° rovamp its operations resulting in 
if the loss of 300 jobs. However, the coni- 
in pany wants to prevent dismissals (for 
,f tho moment anyway) by making use or 
natural staff ifiuctuation and cncourng- 
is ing early retirement. . i . 

r BP hopes that the rehabilitation blue- 
print-will result in..annuul savings, of 

DM700m to DM900m. 

r B s«ms a foregone conclusion that 
t Buddenberg will no longer be the chief 
! executive once the slimming, process 
has been completed. In fact, it is fur 
froip certain, that Bf will remain in the 
market. " 

Bqf its big competitors. Shell, Esso 
and Texaco, are sure to survive. Their 
executives now boast’ that they were 
much quicker to see the straws In tho 

Es’sb drid Shell expect t6 be over the 
hump by the end of 1984, by which time 
tsso hopes to have pared down its pre- 
sent payroll of about 3,600 by 550 — 
primarily through early retirement at 
the age of :55. This is expected to reduce 
operating costs by about DM 1 50ni. 

,J, h vi;’ S „ blU ?' int is similur - Tl, « Fnct 
that Shell and Esso qre weathering the 

crisis^ better than thdir idinpetitors is 

also due to their beine! able to fall back 

? n .. lo ® al and fcasfields that became 
lucrative when the toll price exploded. 
These windfall profits enabled the 
naves, as they are called in the iriidc, 
to olTset operating losses elsewhere and 
even transfer profits to their purent 
companies overseas. 

; ed S 2 W0, l der 3 en ll,nt P urcnts bless- 
? ^ h s “ ch prepared in 

with whlihT 11 Wil > m,lli °ns of dollars 
, with which to restructure. 

Esso, for instance, will this year begin 
operations in its Kurlsruhc refinery 

oiuf 'mM?^ 3 -^ W. 0 ’ ■ i COnvcrt an annw] 

W®* °f heaVy Heating oil < 
JP‘° marketabld automotive Miel and 
hgftt heating oil. * i • • ( 

Exxon' lies ap. I 

Snother DM3S0rt. for resiruc- l 

turlngfhe fesso filling station network! 1 
: Bp, one of.ti|ie. hayc-nots, accuses tho * 
haves. pf. s uMg the }fi win#ll ‘profits to ( 

p\(sh jt put of tne market. ' ' 1 ' u 

^According i-to.jBP, ...iho haves made , 
about DM3.5bn:, (after the.,32, per cent 5 
exploitation , leyy . but .before lax) from ' 
domestic oil wells ln WZ, Jh<i \9%\ n. n 
gureis,said to jhave beep PM^bn.. ' 
^The .Lower Saxon .Economic Affairs n 
the lion's share 

; 

‘ 'The haves haye rebutted BP’s acousa. a 

d 

ill- ;i° ‘“f. spokesman puts f( 
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Opec scrape economy 

f*®' tt ® 1 01 of Call for deregulation to boost economic 
— ®J|rol impetus and step up productivity 

\lnprlitmcit *7.1 1 1 . -I.. If thorn urn nn urairn tiltno if nnn>4>atn- ......IJ -] .l. .li. .. .l . .. . 


NordweslsZeiiiitt 

T he 13-nation Opec cartel iri 

mg more slinky from conib 
conference. 


yiy if there are no wage hikes, if 
ftvaste of cupital through artificial- 
[ow real interest rafes is prevented 
j if subsidies on investments are dis- 
Klnucd will the next economic up- 
p resuit in a sustained phase of 


Bundestag would give some thought to so the more costs through wage inCrea- 
our suggestions," Lennings said. ses diminish,” i > . i , . 

Neoker headed his own thesis Per- He named the following- ten. points 
Bonal Responsibility v. un All Risks In- economic policy makers must meet If 
surance Mentality. productivity and employment - are to 

He called for more personal responsi- show a sustained improvement: 
bility beyobd a minimum government ® The tax system must pronioto the 
insurance, deploring the fact that our formation of risk capital; ’ 

.tV.! ..I! 1 . . 1 . ...I An. a . f ... 


W i,__ ofp.Dy me Assacmuon oi tne uerman 

dnwn nn o a i« ,1CVa c u 0nrermt Fl and Equipment Industry and the 
orToro??niluro y ' lhey HP » for < he ( - ierman Economy. . 

Tiro uin. or the Gcnm cJ m ?f° a 

was to set production lim™ ^JR! d ° f a 6QC ? y ,nSUred 88a,nat ?“ 
the auntnc nmnno ihiS -j because the premiums could be 

ber states. It was also s U ppSi t0 , l ' rab !!' h,8h -“ h S ? t0 pe ™ a ‘ 
u B rced on a uniform ‘ n - 


But there is now a 'guessing «jV a l n 8 ‘‘Productivity — Personal Re- 

nmnrocc mnnmA i ?. t SMnlhHilv — F.mnlnvmRnt" ns th<» 


l and Equipment Industry and the thus boosting labour costs, 
lute for the German Economy. Both Necker and Giersch dealt with 

sociation President Ty 11. Neoker the worries of the young generation and 

ed of a. society “insured against all their lack of prospects. 

" could be Giersch gugge5ted that the » No Fu . 

tolerably high as to lead to perma- ture " slogan of.the young had uninten- 
siagnation with declining real in- tionally become the. apt description of 
is end growing unemployment. the wrong development caused by the 

Ing “Productivity — Personal Re- redistribution from the haves to the 
slbllity — Employment” as the have-nots. 

e, the organisers intend to hold a This redistribution, involving profits 
s of lectures and panel discussions and wages has led to a “dual econo- 

'ftlfiM thfl rancM nf fhn ror^ulnii m -n ...l : 1 i ■_ 


uut mere is now a 'guessing wijvsing rruuuuuvuy — rcrsonai ite- reaisinouupn irom me , naves tQ 
progress regarding produflioaP 4 ^ 115 ^ ~ Employment" as the have-nots, 
umong the participants in \k dr 15 ' ?. c organ * ser i s intend to hold a This redistribution, involving p: 
cnee who do not know whethP* 8 °* lectiires and panel discussions and wages has led to a "dual et 

have agreed on specific proto* w Pl° re the causes of the recession my,” he said. Those who are involv 

gurcsorngt. paUeek ways out of it. this process and stay in it are h 

Hardly any tiling more aptly ^Manfred Lennings, the pt-esident of productive to warrant the exec 
the chaps i hut must Im ve prm^ 1 Institute for the German Economy, wages. 

hind the dosed doors of the cot.'& d the meeting in his opening address The others are jobless; they are 
ro ® rn ’ < |ai’the Association of the Plant and red from the market and faced with 

Opcc’s dilcmmii, put In a.nui»! u ip men t Industry ond his Institute ductivity demands they cannot meo 
that there Is simply loo not Intend to interfere In the general - Giersch came up with the folio 
“round. . . (lection by putting forward these theses. formula as a short-term prescri] 

n ri« l 'r blJ ,i' LT ^ CnUnlr, i: S have brofc*But we would be glad If the politl- against unemployment: "Accele 
8 P o a thrift wave for someywfiins of all parties represented in the growth of the money supply. The 
to make mutters worse, tho •. r 

SSrr!,';4' 

■ rlhcr by the lacl lIlQtmMW* Ani^wten mrdliie PNgen (8bl Ihncn DIK WLLT, WOlM? 

Opcc oil producers have Incrcssfi fc-' - Dsu ^ w ‘ nUi 8™^ ^>^ri n dihca n ^ n ^.hc K Mu«i.ons M ' 

output. !-;• , , "ifiKnimiBiiung. ojk WfcLT.G«miin^ii>4cp«ndi-mMiofulqiuliiy 

, 1^79, the Opec cintmrics prci p"; 1 1 Qui in JWembgiie? i<**«~*+-*" 

close to 50 per cent of the wort! * Comment KAUtmaaM Ch# tosO Un nwedoMo In 

now this ratio is down to about! f rogardHHillo lo mondo? Gormonla? Como vodo 

CC " 1 : " (fl OomMHlIn I IttOltdO? 

The cartel membero unl WjS : ; x, ree wilt. , 

wpe with the lituatian hgomeW •« . . 

;hsuniied. Every one of them sif'- 1 0 quo A quo MOntiCO ita 

:vlt bigger slice of the shrinkW 1 " • • • Akntonha? &Qut sotodo en Alomanta? 

or himself because all of them 4 Como vA n AJomtmHo o immdo? £C6mo vo Alomook ol immdo? 

Xlrodollars, some to finance au-w’ 1 ' 1 1 ernwU/km K nu Ukicil entonuar * U contttWiin < ciia prfgunu^ 

ndiiMlri'il nrn!»i. i mMff'r wicwtLT-OtlldiioindeKntItnie. n«lunj(« «n Dlt Wf LT. tl tluriti ultman tndtptniJicnu,-. 

naUHinai projects and others to ES1. ! '• .. «pnSmK0itaAkrmnIu. wrjnciiOMlyecwKimiJO. 


• Gradual elimination of all subsi- 
dies; 

• No new subsidies to keep unprofita- 
ble industries going; subsidled to Ob- 
serve old and create new jobs to be 
made contingent on pay concessions; ' 

• Abolition of all law and regulations 
that block access to markets ; all citizens 
must be able to take legal actlpn against 
private and government baniert pre- 
venting market access; 

• Regional policy makers must forgo 
capital subsidies and capital-intensive 

r. 1 -r _ 


hum ■ nw^vg uw ivu iw n uuhi wvwiiu - _r 7 ], T «" 

my,” he said. Those who are involved in capital subsidies and capital-intensive 
this process and stay in it arc highly infrastructure investments in favour pf a 
productive to warrant the excessive JTlore f rc ° wage structure — including 
wages. “zones of free economic activity in 

The others are jobless; they are bar- structurally weak regions;” ; 
red from tho market and faced with pro- • Educed rates for all compulsory 

ductivity demands they cannot meet. government insurance. , schemes for 

Giersch canto up with tho following lh ™ e w . h “ ara P™P a f ed 10 P ay . f " soms 
formula us a short-term proscription ofll'c r skoutoftheirqwnpQtatetsi 
against unemployment: "Accelerated .* f 1111 freedom or contract for hous- 
growth of the money supply. The more „ 8 ’ Rcmoval of all rcslrfclions almed at 


Si- -Pi Wh triut ' would hdi'fi 

^-^-SSnSWtJjSf l«! Hamburg 

1 11 Conllnuedienph4«7 


in u slump everywhere. 

I he situation for Opec is Qgffi 
Mill further by the fuel tliot 
Opcc oil producers huve Incressd 
output. 

In 1979, the Opcc cmintrifipici 
dose to 50 per cent of the wortf 
now HiU r»iiio is down to abom! 
cent. ■■ 

The cartel memben* uni 'toil 
cope with the situation because^ 
disunited. Every one of them wi 
ever bigger slice of the shrink^ 
for himself because all of them iw 
petrodollars, some to finance an! 
industrial projects and others tot 
to be able la wage wnr with neigW 
The, Geneva conference ha\i«j 
ken down, experts now no Ions* 
count the possibility of a.pri# 
umong the members of the carttl- 
Some nations already umMj 
S34 per barrel bench price of os* 
fact, the ayerage price of Opcc 
npw n^oro Jksly to be S32. .... 

.Vet, it, fa doubLfui whether 8 , f 
ous price war within the cartel ’»! 
for the Western consumer., . 

.. The price vyar will naturally ^ 
nqn-Opee producers, many of* 
have only oil to falT back oa 
comes lb dosing their budget 
cits. 

Take Mexico. Already deeply^ 
fd to Westcrn banks iund on’ lb4 ^ 
of insolvency, it wohld g Q . d fl 
brink |f oil prices were to 
The . consequences fpr . the . ® 
bunking system and, the. indium 
(ions as a whole are obvious. . 

, Thct.point u ihat we would ^ 

better served by 9 

Opec cartel that would gradually J 

ite prices fa shit CxiMlng mdrkd 

-i 0 ^* 1- - iKtoaaiPetec^ 

’■ >•» tNondwetl Zeiuing. 


A tel Springer WiUg AO 
UIE WELT 
PoUTich JO 58 W 
D 2C00 Hdmburg 36 


T WllT. 


■ - •« . mau; tin,;, .. 

T»r»4>*ii,*i,w- f - iv.u; 




TAOESZEITUNg f0» . 

%Geiif spirit MdskauhufiS 


s &S2& 


mmwR 


«... 

g^sggg g £3 





structurally weak regions;” 

O Reduced rates for all compulsory 
government insurance., schemes for 
those who are prepared to pay for some 
of the risk out of their own popkets; 

• Full freedom of contract for hous- 
ingi 

• Removal of all restrictions aimed at 
protecting government enterprises (rail, 

i posts and telecom); 

• All municipal services to be made 
subject to free competition. . 

Nccker's concern over an ”oll risks 
mentality” (where in the end nobody 
knows any more how much of his in*, 
come goes where and how much he can i 
'pocket) was highlighted by Professor: 
Wolfgang SKUzel, a SaarbrUcken econo- 
mist. 

He suggested that ull figures pertain: 
ing to redistribution be taken out of the , 
economic production process and com- 
piled into a positive or negative “citi- 
zens* tax.” ■ ■ 

(SQddeuischc Zeilung, 2 February 1983) 

Continued from page 8 

; head office refuses to say more than 
' that negotiations are now in progress. 

Insiders say that BP would like to get 
Saudi Arabia as a partner. It hopes to 
sell that country its redundant refineries 
while its competitors in Germany still 
I worry about how to use their capacities. 

But meanwhile there Is a new heavy 
; weather front on the horizon that could 
nullify the forecasts of the oil Industry 
as a whole. 

After the recent breakdown of the 
Genewa Opec conference, there Is every 
possibility of a fierce price war among 
the cartel’s producers. 

Though this meaps that the oil com- 
panies would gel their ol Into re 'cheaply 1 , 
billions of dollars that were spent on , 
opening up new sources of. energy r 

would be wasted. \ . . . . ; . 

North Sea oilfields became commer- 
cially feasible due to the high Opec pri- 
ces. When prices go down, they .- ujity i", 
stop being profitable. 

All this means that the oil giants are v 
not yet over the hump. 

Carols BOse- Fischer 

(Hannomtdie Allgetwine, 29 Januiiy 1983) 


Senior peace 
corps packs 
experience 

H ere's 1,000 years of experience 
confronting you and asking for 
ydur support, Waldemar vbn Radetzky, 
spokesman of the senidr citizens ex- 
perts' sereice, recently told Bonn devel- 
opment Aid Minister JOrgen Warnke. - 
He spoke on behalf of the 30 senior 
citizens present who had responded to 
the 1 development aid drive of tho Ger- 
man Chamber of Commerce and Indus- 
tfy(DIHT). • ^ *'"! 

' TTie Minister reminded the gathering 
that Konrad Adenauer was 85 when he 
started his fourth term as Chancellor. 

He failed to mention other examples 
like ex-Minlsters Karl Schiller and Alex 
Mfiller,- both SPD, who have provided 
personal development aid in their spe- 
cialised fields. 

' DIHT and the Development Aid Mi- 
nistry are now trying to provide the 
same personalised aid. 

The service will cost little because the 
volunteers are all pensioners who wilt 
be working for expenses only. 

'The basic idea, which has been prac- 
tised in other countries for some time, Is 
simple. Germany has a vast reservoir of 
elderly people who have retired but are 
still full of ertergy and expertise. 

The developing countries, on the 
other hand, are short of specialists, 
especially Iri business administration 
and education. 

The hew organisation, which will 
operate with a minimum of red tape, in- 
tends to organise the export of expe- 
rience. 

The business community does not 
deny that it expects the service to assist 
it in developing its activities abroad. 
This would include tho erection of new 
and maintenance of old production fa- 
' cilltles Along with the rehabilitation of 
existing ones that have fallen into disre- 
pair, 

Tours of duty In the Third World will 
deliberately be kept down to six months 
to prevent tho new drive from compet- 
ing with young development aid volun- 
teers looking for work. 

. The. emphasis will be on Industrial 
development, and only once this is ope- 
rating satisfactorily are other fields, like 
agriculture, the trades, education, social 
affairs, health, transport and construc- 
tion, to be added. 

Five to ten pilot projects that will In- 
clude elderly experts are due lo get off 
the ground in 1983. The senior citizens 
will then become an integral part of on- 
site operations. 

The cost of the drive is likely to 
amount to DM590,000 in federal subsi- 
dies pius another DM390,000 to be pro- 
vided by (he business community. 

Foreign chambers of commerce could 
incur some costs, but they would be mi- 
nimal. 

Minieter Warnke said that he regard- 
ed the programme as a welcome sup- 
port measure for government devetop- 
fh'aht efforts. 

1 Among the 30 applicants gathered in 
1 Bonn were power station technicians, 
management , consultants, mining ma- 
chinery experts, project managers, me- 
chanical engineers and communications 
experts faffflllar with both pR work and 
data processing. DIHT Is looking for 
many moresenior citizens willing to take 
on rewarding new tasks. 

Rolf Clement 

... . ,(AHg«Mtne Zeitong Mainz. I February (983) 
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High interest rates, low prices catch 
Third World in a cleft stick 


increased. — w..ihiuuhicb ana iooastuns. 

We are fast reaching thn nnint u S ' nC j 1980 ’ however * the situation 

which the Third World^iS no longer JflSSlS?* # t0taI ? ange flS fl resuIt 
beatye to incur further debts. The devel- pohcy ,n the United 


be able to incur further debts. The devel- 
oping countries will then have to limit 
imports drastically because they can no 
longer pay for them. 

To balance their accounts they would 
need to cut imports by about a quarter, 
and these cuts could only be at the ex- 
pense of imports from the industrialised 
world. 


ness is oardv nffspr E°T ■ ed_ at rates tha * largely correspond to the 

ness is partly offset by depreemnon of Eurodollar rate. 

devdoptag 1 1 ” id f ° r the As a rule n0, “ » re ““«• «t floating 

«S3^SE3taH or exports: rales of lnterest revised cvcr * a> ™ « 

Sterni*. ... .. f 1 * months - ™s worked fine until 1980 

In terms of major world trading coml prSl naidTn^r^ ‘° tho docline in 
modities the purchasina Dower or thr» J?IL C « S d fo h ? ir ex P ort commodi- 
dollar increased in contest! stiM •» intnieii lh “‘ “ re 

Between loan.nd A. sun extremely high. 


The pnees of develops 
export commodities are S 
crease os long as demand?? 
the mdustrinlised world ° ? 

Little .interest in inve^ 
dence in the industrial ij 1 
nnd the only way in whichthk^ 
nfiima can be expected to fcS 
■noney being made a«ffl 
more cheaply, *** 

Rut it can't. Expcricnr* l 
that the higher tho amount* 
brought into circulation by al 
issue, the higher interest rates e 
These arc Tacts not even a 
mists have come to appreciate! 
u wider public that is still m 
believe you only need to J 
money available to make licit* 
That is why there is growioi 
wide pressure, political pressun 
up inflation. 

This climate of opinion virtJ 


Grotesque though it might sound, 
lone proposed way of partially 
u n g the problem of nuclear waste is 
'use it to preserve food through irra- 


pensoorrmports from the industrialised Belween 1980 and the end of last year out confidcnce-building rf. 

After Her** a .. US domestic inflation declined from r . hey obvious, y cannot possibly uf- needed to reduce the interest 

. „ ® r de , Mdes durin 6 which debts 13.6 to 4.5 per cent In term* of ro f f ° rd to do So even lf lhe y were able. To for capital. 
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on are also being funded via the Eurodol- 
»er lar market. 

nt h .“, ank . S ,cT ide ,he Unitcd Slates are 
buying US Treasury bonds because they 

2 l f a } much better credit risk than any 

st other international dollar loans. 

rhJr ey ^ buy L dollar scc urilics because 
“| Ihe funds to be Invested arc dollar do- 
posits. 

US Treasury bonds arc not going to 

present transfer difficulties i, S| * for in" 

Fmnrh ° anS t0 FrUnC ° W ° U,d U °- th C 

rrench current account being so heavily 
m deficit that debts cun only be servic- 
ed by raising fresh Euroloans. 

No-one can say for sure whether the 

s'lOO ^r 1 W i!l nced lo borrow 

?1 , SlSObn or $200bn this yeur. All 
, that cun be sold for sure is that Its credit 
requirements will be too much for , h ' 

! U S money market to handle alone. 

This is sure to be thc case no matter 

Federaf R th ° prlndng P resses ™ as thc 
1 55 I Reservo System Issues Treasury 

. hr bills" rWUrn f ° r frCShly Printed d0 ^ 

. t So there is li«Ie hope of a return to 
interest rates such as were considered 
= "onnal before 1972, especially as interl 

! Pere?bytwrfaltore UmUlati0n '* ham ' 

Ssi*” 1 ” « “•«*. ... 

PetmdoHam were the mein source of 
loan cash on the supply side 

i.-SSSSr**' 

I lo raise fresh | oan " , 0 “**™ sUI1 a ^ 1 
| when it is due. ' . . *° “Prial i 

by meanfl nf 1° fund loans t 


by means of ^ 

earnings set aside fiir thepJS f T 


the circle. How can the dollar 
:et Cheaper without interest rates 
ing? 

il- H is no good for the dollar 
cr less expensive in relation ton 
ar such as tho deutschcmark (air 
suming the Mnrch general tte 
ct suits do not put paid to anyiud 
T 1 he dollar has to grow cheap 
r " htion to the prices paid forth 
^ goods of debtor countries, andb 
■- way of bringing that about i 
sweeping cut in interest rates. 
c Ihut would make it easier to 
y stockpiling and boost demand 
y Were this to happen the bi 
countries would not, of coujh 
c economic health overnightu 
bunks would not bo relieved elti 
to write off bad debts. 

’ ll would merely slave offes 
nent risk of countries with bill 
: payments debts, be they in Em 

Jho I bird World, defaulting ari 
jug die intcrnutionnl financiil 
into chuox. 

When loans uro ruised wilbK 
lion of repaying them but tw 
raising fresh loans to reply t 
ones, the ayaicm is sure to eoll^ 
ner or Inter when banks tn ® 
prepared to fund roll-over loam 
Even so, low interest rttwi* 
the debtors' position, whertisl 
tcrest rules worsen it. The higher 
terest rates the more likely a coHi 
the lower, the more unlikely. 

If the Reagan administratis 
prepared to cut expenditure loth 
nnd drastically reduce Ihe 
deficit low interest rates woiM- 
thin reach all over the world. 

But the taboo on cuts in d 
spending stands in the way of a? 
solution. 

The Soviet Union would hitf 
blind not to appreciate this cos* 
It is in a position to arm reftf® 
public opinion because people** 
ware Of the cost of armament. 

Soviet armament is financed t 
high prices charged for 
goods. So the Kremlin, unpert^ 
domestic considerations, can f**® 
United States to lake part in** 
race. | 

Via high Intererest rates lhe>J< Ji i 
puts the economy of the efltftl 
World in jeopardy, which is 
Soviet ideologists much surely 
Marxist Leninists can but j*Vjf . 
the risk proves fatal to the capWJ 

tcm * Walter WannenaA 

(RtMlaiKtwr Mertur/Ciria^P 


J lie proposal was put forward ten 
ii ago by the late food chemist Pro- 
jor Joseph Schotmfl Her. 

I bout causing much of a public stir 
time, he wrote: “Preserving food 
ng radioactive waste from nuclear 
rs is a way out of the dilemma.” 
as taken until now for the oppo- 
of food Irradiation to close ranks 
ime forward. 

id irradiation is banned in the 
il Republic of Germany except for 
mental purposes and the treat- 
if some hospital foods, 
he Devtscher Verbraucherschutz- 
irf(DVS), a major consumer orga- 
in, is anything to go by, it will 
inned. As a DVS spokesman puts 
an really is not a suitable dump 
clear waste.” 

> accuses the relevant authorities 
imoting the legalisation of the 
versial procedure secretly in a bid 
id public discussion. 

The consumer organisation says that 
jjmptions from the present provisions 
e secretly being applied for (as in the 
sc, of spices). 

Rangers inherent in chemical preser- 
ves are played down in the hope of 
rally legalising the process. 

IThis suspicion is not unsubstantiated, 
fermany's first mujor plunt for irradio- 
p that can be used for food as well is 
»n to be built in Munich. 

IEEC provisions stipulute that food 
fesjn member-countries must be hur- 
lorihed, and there is little likelihood 
fat 'Bonn will oppose irradiation in 
mer Community countries 
py inplictition, this means that irru- 
pi“ n would have to he legulised in 
k country us well. Various consumer 
ganisutions therefore recently orga- 
rcd an expert symposium In Berlin, 
the organisations fear (hat “irr.idiu- 
pa could he introduced und promoted 
pdestinely mul without public dis- 
psion or consultation with the consu- 
||n , representatives. There would also 
rao uniform guidelines.” 

^ood preservation by meuns of vu- 
[ws rays has been in existence for a 

! ! time. Microwuves, ultra-violet and 
»-red rays now rank umong the per- 
lible means of food preservation. 

W microwaves and infra-red rays 
• no influence on the electrical con- 
)n (and hence basic chemical pra- 
ies ) of the substances exposed to 

he more energy-laden ionised rays, 
other hand, can convert electri- 


NUTRITION 


Nuclear bombardment of 
food is criticised 


cully neutral atoms or molecules into 
charged particles (ions). . 

Ionised rays can be cither particle 
rays, like the beta (electron) rays of ra- 
dioactive elements and electron accele- 
rators, or they can be hard electromag- 
netic rays such as gamma or X-rays. 

Beta rays from accelerators and 
gamma rays from radioactive substan- 
ces (such as cobalt-60 and reactor 
waste) are still banned in food process- 
ing because the Bonn Health Ministry is 
uncertain about possible health ha- 
zards. 

The point is that highly energised 
rays kill more than just bacteria and 
parasites. Depending on the dosage, 
they can also affect various components 
of food such as fats, proteins and car- 
bohydrates, changing or destroying 
them. 

Gamma rays, for instance, largely in- 
activate vitamin BI and frequently des- 
troy other vitamins. 

Food treatment with these rays can 
prompte the creation of carcinogenic 
substances (peroxides) and chemically 
aggressive molecules. 

And, finally, Irrudiulion can change 
the taste and smell of food to the point 
where experts speak of a "typical irra- 
diation taste.” 

The list of possible changes could he 
continued nd infinitum. Yet none of 
this creates radioactivity, which would 
seem to disprove the argument about 
“mun as a dump Tor nuclear waste.” 
The usual energy dosage is simply too 
small. 

Proponents of thc method urc going 
out of their way to dispel any misgiv- 
ings »s lo its hazards. 

Professor Johannes Friedrich Diehl, 
manager of (he Federal Food Research 
Institute in Karlsruhe and head of the 
international Food Irradiation Project, 
brushes these misgivings aside, saying 
"it's ail a loud of nonsense.” 

He has for more than 20 years been 
researching the possible consequences 
of food irradiation and bases his find- 
ings on the recommendations of a I9K1 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
study in which a team of international 
experts concluded: I 

• None of the available toxicological 
studies have proved any harmful effects 
on food resulting from irradiation ; 

• Many of the substances created by 
irradiation are produced by other pre- 


servation methods as well. Present 
knowledge regarding the nature and 
quantity of these substances indicates no 
health hazard to the consumer; 

• Neither laboratory experiments nor 
the feeding of irradiated food to . an- 
imals or (experimentally) to hospital 
patients with weakened immunological 
systems have ever shpwn any negative 
effects. 

But this all-clear applies only to a do- 
sage of up to ten kilogray (gray is a 
measuring unit for energy, one gray 
equalling one joule per kilo). 

Any higher dosage, thc experts soy, 
entails incalculable risks. 

Ten kilogray falls within the range of 
“low" and “medium” dosages. One ki- 
logray. suffices to stop potatoes germi- 
nating, destroy insects and retard the 
ripening of fruit and vegetables. 

Up to ten kilogray is enough to re- 
duce the number of micro-organisms 
causing disease. 

But total sterilisation would require a 
dosage of up to 50 kilogray, and no ex- 
pert can recommend this with u clear 
conscience. 

A number of countries gave (he go- 
ahead for low dosage irradiation Ipng 
before the WHO study was released. 

Thc United States and Canudu irra- 
diate wheat and dour, to protect them 
from insects, and potatoes, to prevent 
germination. 

Japan irradiates potatoes on an in- 
dustrial scule for the same purpose. 
.Some 300,000 tons arc treated in this 
way every year. 

In Europe, the Dutch rank among the 
most permissive on this score. They per- 
mit Ihe irradiation of asparagus, straw- 
berries, fish and other food. Thc 
French, Belgians and Italians have au- 
thorised the irradiation of potatoes, 
onions and spices. 

Even if laboratory tests show irradia- 
tion to be harmless, there is neverthe- 
less the danger that lies in thc irradia- 
tion technology itself. 

In September 1982, an employeo or 
the Norwegiun Research Institute in 
Kjcllcr died as a result of u cobalt-60 
radiation accident. 

Safety provisions and the residual 
risks in any plunt dealing with radioac- 
tive materials will ulways be sleeper 
than in normal food preservation pro- 
cesses. 

Irradiation on an industrial scale 


calls for the Food to be transported by 
conveyor belt into a concrete bunker 
with more than metre-thick walls where 
it is exposed to irradiation for minutes 
or indeed hours (depending on the do- 
sage). 

Professor Diehl stresses that just 
about all experiments in this country 
are conducted with safe beta rays that 
can be switched off ns needed. 

This being so, the question is:- why 
does the first major German plant to be 
erected in Munich by the Dutch Gam- 
master company envisage the use of ra- 
dioactive cobalt-60 as its radiation 
source? 

Neither Professor Diehl nor the Bonn 
Health Ministry have so far come up 
with an answer. 

Twelve years ago. Professor Diehl 
himself expressed doubts about the ne- 
cessity for new preservation techniques 
in an article in the magazine Umsclmu 
in IVissenschufl und Technik. 

He wrote: “Conventional conserva- 
tion methods are so highly developed as 
to provide the consumer with a top quu- 
lity range of food even without radia- 
tion.” 

Today, Bonn food chemist Professor 
Konrad Pfeilsticker. writes: “Traditional 
methods, above all heat sterilisation 
whose third technological generation 
has not even been developed yet, pro- 
vide solutions to almost all conserva- 
tion problems that no irradiation could 
provide." 

Professor Pfeilsticker assesses irradia- 
tion risks as being greater tlum those or 
any chemical preservatives where thc 
risks urc exactly calculable, given pro- 
per use. 

Irradiation, lie says, could even pro- 
mote the multiplication of dangerous 
microbes. 

Given the recommended dosage. Irra- 
diation kills the much reared salmonella 
in meat but leaves Clostridium botufi- 
num unscut hod. 

This bacterium produces u potent 
metabolic poison that is lethal lo inun 
even in (lie smallest or qunmities (botu- 
lism). Only heut sterilisation cun kill 
Clostridium botu/inum. 

There is yet another danger irradia- 
tion advocates seem to disregard. In 
other fields of science and technology 
such os genetic laboratories, irradiated 
bacteria arc treated under muximum se- 
curity Tor fear that mu tut ions could 
cause epidemics. 

Despite (or because of) the still open 
questions, the Bonn Health und Agri- 
culture Ministries refuse lo comment on 
thc envisaged Munich irradiation plum. 

• Continued on page 10 


220,000 suppliers of 75,000 products ‘made in Germany’ 



IL-BKi.' 



Who manufactures what? 

Find suppliers and products, 
send for quotations, compare 
prices, track down special 
sources of supply, cut costs by 
buying at lower prices. 

This is a reference work every 
buying department should have 
at the ready. 

Easy to use. just like an 
encyclopaedia: 

Products, including 9,000 trade 
marks, are arranged 
alphabetically, complete with 


manufacturer's or supplier's 
address. 

A telephone number is listed for 
each supplier. 

1,400 pages A4, indexed In 1 
English and French. 

Price: DM68.16 post free in 
Germany, DM75 elf abroad. 


Order direct from us or from 
your regular bookseller. 


DAV-Veirlagshaus 
Postfach 11 03 20 
0-6100 Darmstadt 
Federal Republic of Germany 

Tel.: (061 51)33661 






THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


13 Pebniaiy 1983, rA 1072 - 13 February 1983 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


RESEARCH 


Aachen geologists drill hole to take a 
closer look at the earth’s crust 


A stronauts haVe brought back sam- 
ples of rock from the Moon, 
380,000 km (237,500 miles) away, but 
gcosrtontlsts know little on nothing 
about the -centre. -or the Earth,. a mere 
6^300 km (3,940 miles) down below," . 

They look like remaining in the dark 
about the Earth’s interior.fpr.some time. 
Sq -far .they have little more ,. than 
scratched at the surface, which is 
2,900km, or about 1,800 miles, thick. 

Deep drilling has reached a tleptH of 
seven to teri miles, whereas the crust is 
20 miles and the mantle a further 1,800 
■miles thick, 

“Even in the space age our opportu- 
nities of taking a direct look at the 
lower depths of our own planet are ‘still 
strictly limited," says; Professor Rolarid 
waiter. ' ■ ■ 1 

Professor Walter holds the chair of 
gjology and palaeontology at Aachen 
University ofTechnology. 1 

!. ^scientists tire keen to make' head- 
w[t}l in-depth. Purveys. As yet they 
nave had to rely too heaVily on geophy- 
sical measurements, models ' ahd as- 
sumptions. - ■ ■ ■ 1 

Planned depth drilling is to provide 
themtytth tangible findings at last, but 
the deeper they'drill,' the more' expert* 
sive it gets. • : i ■ ’-I-' . . 

time arid again they come up against 
the limits of what is technically and' fi- 
nancially feasible. • •' .i 

'■ ' J, ‘ - *1 -ir • . , 


, Soviet geoscientists have drilled to 
depths of about 11km (seven miles) in 
the Kola peninsula and aim to reach 
I5km, or 9.4 miles. 

Fn the Federal Republic of Germany 
oil drilling has reached depths of more 
than seven kilometres, or four miles. 

' Aachen geologists now have a prom- 
ising opportunity of reaching age-old 
rock foimations from a 400-metre hole 
drilled in the High Venn massif on the 
Belgian bolder, 'midwAy metwien the 
Eifel And the Ardennes. 

The 4,000 hectares (10,000 acres) of 
the High Venn’s ridge protrude 600 me- 
tres (2,000ft) out of one of the Earth’s 
oldest geological formations, the Cam- 
brian. ■ 

,Tho Vehh’s black Cambrian slate and 
quartzite Is over 500 tniillrih years old; 
but it did not come to the' surface as a 
of ^rgely unexplained geological 
fA uits Until the Tertiany period, aboUt A 
million and a half years ago. 1 • 

In the'nprtherfcpart of the Eifel hills, 
west of the Rhine and north of the Mo- 
selle, the earth is still rising at a rate of 
roughly one and a half millimetres a 

q»... ", 11 

T^e causes are probably deep-seated, 
argjajiiy in the border zone between the 
Earth s crust and its mantle, geophysi- 
cists suspect. p ■ 

The Venn is completely lacking in the 
uauaf. Infisioqa made by river .valleys or 
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quarries or roads; It is as though the 
massif were clad in an unbroken layer 
of impervious clay, " 

This waterproof layer of clay several 
metres thick has taken shape over the 
years,* accounting for hlgh-altltude 
moorland. 

The rain, of which there is plenty, 
cannot seep through the clay: It stays 
on the surface, making this natural 
beauty spot that attracts thousands of 
hikers yearly resemble a wet sponge; 

Professor Walter and his fellow* 
scientists are itching to find out- what 
lies beneath this tough outer skin. • 
Their hole, drilled near Monschau, is 
to be kept open for three years Initially 
so measurements can be taken and ex- 
periments carried out. 1 
'■'The samples, stacked in crates like 
sticks of rock, are being systematically 
analysed. The structure of the old rock 
formations gives some idea of how they 
originated. ■ J 

It also conveys an idea of how they 
were later deformed by tectonic forces. 

Measurements of how Hard the rock 
Is, of its electrical and heAt conductivity 
and natural magnetism should make it 
possible to interpret geophj/sical data 
more exactly and reliably. 

Seisipic waves sent down below like* 
wise reveal important information 

about what lies down there via their 
echo. 


“We can make 
findings on condition, dS? 
of several kilometres," S 
Walter. . 

Bensberg seismological reuw 
tre is to base a measuring 2 
High Venn to register"^ 

subterranean tremors. 

“We hope to shed a little fa 

structure of the High Venn/X 
sor says. 

There are few locations in ib 

ral Republic of Germany ^ 
close look can be so readily J 
what the Earth must have |«3 
millions of years ago. 71 
The High Venn’s Cambrian J 
the oldest ofits kind in north gJ 
The drilling is rated so import! 
basic research that the SctaiJ 
search Association has chlonl 
DM200,000 grant. 

Research scientists wdrldnjj 
project come from several Gtm 
versifies and from universities I 
glum and Holland. . 

(Rhcinliche Put, Ufa 


INSIGHT 


Hitler and the Holocaust 
— a historian’s view 


I writer of this article, Professor Her- 
t A, Strauss, is head of the anti- 
nltlsm research centre at the Teohnl- 
(jnlverelty In Berlin, 


Continued from pigij 
At the moment, the issue Is be 
Federal Health Council. 

Meanwhile, consumer orp 
are trying to brirtg about initn 
regulations that would stipulan 
irradiated food must be markedi 
According to Professor DIS 
regulations would nip the into 
of Irradiation in the bud. 

Says he: "What food produce 
be prepared to market food 1 
clearly visible sticker saying: ’ll 
cd’?" 

, FricdhchnMi 1 
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Lhok ituji In Brockhaus 



I filler’s appointment as Reich 
^.Chancellor on 30 January 1933 
JSe a deep mark on German history, 
% consequences that included the 
fjEtruciion of German political culture 
njfi Intellectual freedom, systematic ter* 
a German-Inspired war and defeat 
Rt was inevitable from 1942 or 1943, if 
I Readier. 

Jftey combined to make up a catas- 
|®ie with the grim legacy of which 
£y a generation of young Germans 
J had nothing to do with it will yet 
n to come to terms. 

^Hitler's appointment as Reich Chan- 
lor likewise made a deep mark on the 
(kory of Jews in Germany. 
iThe appalling suffering to which they 
jere subjected from 1933 on in a sea of 
Jttlily, mean trickery and violence 
Id the mass murder of millions of in- 
dent people force the survivors to 
|(uider what caused the emustrophe. 
fls the political constellution in which 
»dern Jewry took shape in the eman- 
feation period a firm foundation for 
©future of the community in the post- 
wlpe'aust period? 

FKntl-Semitism, one is bound to say in 
jprilrast to the ideological aspects em- 
|sed in research into Fascism and 
'stoiyofthe period, was u cardinal 
tof National Socialism, 
ristlan Europe hus a long history 
i-Semltlsm. Christian tradition, be 
ected in the pronouncements or 
igians, Councils or resolutions, 
ways seen its truths borne out in 
imillafion of its cider brother, the 
i faith. 

iular beliefs, the Passion plays, 
ts, Europeun literuturc, painting 
arioons established fixed ideas 
'f Griper needed only to transform 
olitical pornography. ' 
tn biological materialism felt the 
of human behaviour was to be 
in mechanically totalled physical 
itcristics, an age that believed in 
e incorporated prejudice of old 
filings of hatred in racial theory, 
orians have long since prbbed the 
gical lines that lead to the pre- 
tot the topic is by no means' ex- 

histqry of ideas and economic 
witical histbry have long made it 
my an ideology that had roots all 
-tirope was sd very effective 'in 
toy. ■ ' i 

rte material in nearly all coun- 
hows that fartti-Semilic attitudes 
eas were inherited even In the 
1 States and ! Oreat Britain, but 
• a^stroMly in Eastern Eiirbpe. 
^ mainly in Germany that 
* n Tned ’ a »nd In orga- 
torrl?’ n parties and sodal 

L n J ranc f *he defeat or the anfi-Drfey- 
En-fN ^ °f the anti-S'eirif- 
untll the cstabliAhmenL bf 
K h /B0VernmeriL ' 
thdiHn in ' - hd l ^ c United States fiber- 
0f Cfvic ri B hts bounds to 
: n l ^ ueriC€8 0 f racial creeds, a L 

rJr?? 01 l; ercouritriM * ' ,:i 

f or * n the United 
t: ’ ncr ® th e y make up about 10 


per cent of (he population, has enjoyed 
priority for decades. ' ' ' 1 f 

In Germany, by way of a special dc- 
ve|opment ? racial ideology gained sup- 
port whenever society was unable to 
cope with its crises and overt or covert 
stereotypes could be mobilised to salvo 
tpc actual or expected anxiety of social 
groups on the decline, 

. . , . Stereotyped prejudice gai lied md- 
mentum frbm observation^ that were 
sweeping generalisations yet were full 
of suggestive power. 

. In Imperial ‘ Germany therd was a 
lack of ’forces strong endugh to Counter- 
act the trend. 1 1 

Social groups who retained poWer by 
artificial means joined forces in adti^-Se- 
mltism {yith others who' where affected 
by industrial is Atioh or by social upsets, 
offering them hatred instead Of Compre- 
hensive reform^. ! 

Anti-Semitism became symptomatic 
of u nostalgic failure to come to terms 
with the modern world. 

The constellation in the final years of 
the Weimar Republic corresponded in 
direct continuity and politicul structure 
to this model. . i 

On 5 March 1933 more than half the 
German electorate voted for a ruling 
coalition with a programme that un- 
questionably included nnti-SermH^m os 
one of its major features. 

Yet German-Jewish relations were 
nonetheless extremely fruitful. German 
culture ai^d fi^e Jewish coinqi unity bene- 
fited in a most creative fashion from 
, coexistence and the integration of the 
Jews in German society.., 

Thut. only goes ,lo sliqw how absurd 
the unli-Seniitic tradition was, yct .it 
nonetheless succeeded in puvjng tile 
way fop whul is still a surprising fuel. 

■ It is the fact that people in |ho Third 
Reich, with laudablQ and piemorublc 
exceptions, and many honourable, insti- 
tutions, including, ,the Rqpiun Guthpljc 
und Protcsant churches, looked the 
other way while persecution of the Jews 
look Its course in public and ut uil Party 
and government levels. 

Th6y failed to realise, that anti-Semi- 
tism wo$ a warning us to the health of 
society and the realism of policies. ' 1 
\ The biolpgicAl view or.the World Was 
pathqloglcal because it had .no basis In 
Veailty prid both at home arid ab^oqd 
ran counter to the viewa df reality in the 
! 20th century. * 1 

How otherwise Could democratic for- 
ces have so grossly underestimated the 
> enemy' and shated responsibility fo* the 
greatest catastrophe In German history? 

On 30 JAnuAry 1939 the Nazis threa- 
tened to 'ensure the desthiction of the 
Jews in Europe if world Jewry were to 
Succeed in plunging the world intri war 
a^ain. : ' !l *' *■' ! l '"- v 

Surely it would have been ! ri the Ger- 
man interest to Appreciato by this dt&ge 
ut the latest ili& |iatholo|;TCBl gap bet- 
ween imagination and reality that was 
bo Arid to lead to 1 'total defeat in that 
very war in Mky 1945. 1,1 : * : ‘ ■ * 

For the Jewish community persecu- 
tion ahd'the Holocaust would 1 have re- 

■ vblutioniked politics and^theTr view 6f 
'their Own existence even if thi Stale bf 

Israel had riot { beeri ; Set up:’ r ■ - ' 
The bddrgediA ttra of potilica] i!nno- 
eenCe 1 and integration at' any; price 1 had 
• cOmCtoanend. ■ 1 '■ f| 1 


The Jewish sense of history will in all 
probability add a religious holiday, 
Yom Hashoa, to the Jewish calendar to 
commemorate resistance in the Warsaw 
ghetto. 

The German churches have nothing 
comparable, nothing to commemorate 
the 50 million or so dead in the Second 
World War, for which the Axis powers 
were to blame. : . 

Researchers are engaged . ; in a quest 
for causes und consequences,, for guilt 
and responsibility, both- in. -Germany 
and in neighbouring countries that turn- 
ed a deaf car to refugees in need of help 
and almost looked on idly. as muss mur- 
der took its course. , 

The Jewish community's resistance to 
the rise of the Nazis was a failure. It 
-was bound: to be a failure, boenu^e the 
community was too small in Germany 
and too dependent on its own resources 
to be able to influence, a mass move- 
ment and revolutionary, propaganda 
techniques. : ( , 

The Jews failed in- thqir bid ,to con- 
vince their neighbours of the threat to 
the survival pf Germany, and bf'thgjr 
owq community they felt' the Nazis re- 
presented. " i( \ . 

Political parties, .the churches and or- 
ganised groups failed to heed their 
arguments. 

Both the strategy .and tactics of 'this 
defence Wereuni'ealistlcai’idineiTective. 
They sought to " cure symptoms and 
were unable (o cure the disease Cvfcn 
thoiigli 1 th'Ay had recbghlAAd It for what 
it was. " 1:1 

. Tlio foundations on which the eman- 
cipation of the Jews had been based in 
Germany and elsewhere. in Europe were 
shaken by National Socialism, the 
Third Reich and the Holocaust. 

Emancipation of tho Jews had been 
accomplished und Jews hud become 
i part of the modem world, but at a price 
that now was, .seen as having been -too 
• high. . „• „ 

. European ibtalcs hud proved) incapa- 
ble of. involving pluralistic societies in 
; tern^s of religion, race and culture and 
of drafting constitutions embodying any 
such ideal. 

This forced the Jewish, community to 
limit its view of itself utmost exclusively 
: to religious tradition and to uttuch grea- 
ter Importunqe to integration: und all 
.forms of assimilation than to group 
identity and the ull-Jcwish reality of 
wolfuro und responsibility. , , 

Tho post-war. situation, of the Jewish 
community requires progress toward a 
second emancipation, that .of , equal 
rights for minority groups (and not just 
the. Jews). „ . : 

"*It calls for progress toward a society 
that takes both parts of the US motto, e 
pluribus unum , seriously and embodies 
them in political and social •institutions. 

The Jewish community is not alorife in 
Havlrig suffered losses ; beyortd ' ’the 
powers of human imaginatidiV as'a re- 
i\i ii 6 ? persecution And mufdfeH ' 1 

1 Research has 'yet tb‘ be Conducted 
into the full extent 'of. the looses sustain- 
ed By Gerdiaiiy,’ fefetCm EtJi'Ope rind 
the 1 west (ri term^ of m^hpowm 1 , dyna- 
mism, arid crfiatfvf pdiehfiaij Ihicllenual 
a nd ‘ Inner ’ jlqwW it) 1^' of' ihc 
'Holbcaust. ' ' ' ' ” .'■’' J ;"' 1 

Its , scientific anqiy^js jtas for years 
fomefi pafl of an' international project 
wiln^yhich thp wfiter Js’ assoc iaie.d. ; 

■ Prejudice old and new js constancy 
. in evidence,, What began .59 years ago 
has both for Jews and. their eijvirofl- 
.mentinlttcludipB :tbq .German environ- 
ment, provided historic. proof ,pf g;com- 
raon Interest In analysing and ciimipat- 

. ing this Pfejudiw. H eibatA. Sttiasr 
' ' ' ' (D«r Tigert^f e^el. 30 Jutua'iy (9$3) 
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’■* •«••!' • •HerbartA.Strau88 

(Photo: Klaus MehncrJ 

Jewish don 
returns 
to Berlin 

■ ..)-•• , *. * 1 • • I. . • 

T he life story of Herbert Strauss, pro- 
fessor of modem history, at New 
York's City College, is easily told and 
as straightforward as it is upsetting. 

', It is typically German, for its period 
and typically Jewish too: the tale of the 
fate that befell a man. when times were 
hard. , . 

■ He was born in 1918 and grew up in 
.WUrzburg where ..his father .was a re- 
spected machine tool dealer. 

His father. was also; an orthodox Jew 
from a Heilbronn family dating back to 
the. 16th century. His mother was a Ca- 
tholic. . - 

At Gymnasium, or high school; Her- 
bert was held in high esteem by his tea- 
chers because of , his- sporting prowess, 
l ie was soon the only Jew at tho school. 

, Anxiety was intensified -as arbitrary 
treat mem gained its posit 1933 momen- 
tum, His futiicr had to close tho firm 
und work as a sales representative. . 

In 1938 lie was arrested for ellogcdly 
having insulted the wife of a public ser- 
vant. His son came back from Berlin, 
where he had gone to learn forming in 
preparation. for emigration to 'Palestine, 
to see him in custody. . 

It was the day the synagogues were 
set. Ijre-. to. In. WUrzburg und all over 
Germany. "Herbert,” . an old i school 
. friend said os I hoy met In front of. the 
burning synagogue, Pit’s you this time; 
next time it’ll be us," 

, : To save his father’s life he bought a 
Bolivian visa for S3 00, but the old man 
- refused to leave without his wife -and 
there wasn’t enough cash for both of 
them.His father saw the family one last 
time before, he was deported to the 
Warsaw ghetto. He was gassed at Tre- 
' blinka.conceiitration camp, 

( .^Herbert Strauss still has a snapshot of 
his father frbm his days In the Warsaw 
ghetto. .i. 

- His i mother ■ later • had .a i gravestone 
lald :for>' her husband in WUrzburg. 
Strauss had the Word killed in: the in- 
• scriptlon changed to murdered. 

The urn with his mother’s ashes he 
i has kept in New York since 1949 is now 
■also buried in WUrzburg. 

’ But Strauss went back to Berlin and 
proudly wore his yellow Star of David. 

■ He was trained as a rabbi by. Leo Baeck, 
graduating wlflra thesis on ”Whaf does 
iitmeantollveos aJcw?"-: 1 . 

In Steglitz, a Berlin suburb, he was 
forced io sweep the streets, but he ma- 
nSged to pass university entrance, exams 
.before going underground." ' 

ContlntMdonpagtlZ 
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George Tabori reviews 
1933 in Bochum 

Gsass raws irsri- ra 


Bochum on the 50th anniversary of the 
Nazi take-over in 1933. 

The audience must imagine they are 
sitting facing the plate glass of the 
foyer, with the plate glass of the en- 
trance to the Kammerspiele behind it. 

In front of the first plate of glass, and 

nphlruf i» »h«. i. 


The plot walks a slender tightrope 
between dream and reality, interlinking 
space-time continuums. 

The Nazi killers of the Third Reich 
do not put in an appearance, but the 
young neo-Nazi JUrgen, played by 
Klaus Fischer, establishes a link bet- 
ween past and present. 

He symbolises the Brecht quotation: 


behind it , a JZZ 7- e ' " c B y mDOI,ses me Brecht quotation: 

rfSSS sssssssss 


glass (he evening rush-hour traffic 
drives past. 

A meeting of past and present is sym- 
bolised. A boy in a black leather coat 
scribbles a swastika and a star of David 
on the window pane, adding the slogan 
Juda verrccke/ 

This he does from outside, in the pre- 
sent. Inside, in the past, an old grave- 
digger with a red clown's nose potters 
about among the gravestones. 

At the front of the stage the dead 
begin to crawl out of their graves. That 
is the opening scene of the play. 

The German theatre made an early 
start to dealing with the country’s Nazi 
past. It has included Rolf Hochhuth’s 
The Representative, Peter Welss‘s 

^T? ratorl r nc Investigation 
and Tabori s no-h olds-barred concen- 
tration camp play Cannibals, 

Tabori is a Hungarian Jew whose 
family was killed, all except for his 
mother, jn Auschwitz. He lived in the 
United States before returning to Ger- 
many. *• l : . ,. 

Ever since his experimental dramatic 
work m Bremen he has made a lasting 
mark on contemporary German theatre. 


which that all crawled). 

JOrgen is a nephew of the transves- 
tite. He was brought up by his fathers 
man who failed to learn his lesson, to 
accept the goose step and the Nazis’ 
hare-brained racial theories. 

In visionary violence he not only tor- 
tures his dead uncle but also drives 
Mitzi, who is crazy about him, to sui- 
cide by asking, in a letter: “Why did 
they forget to gas you?" 

But the chorus of the dead just laugh 
at him. 

Many memorable, heart-rending pho- 
tographs documenting Germany’s 
none-too-distant past have been on 
show to mark the 50th anniversary of 
the Nazi take-over. 


Continued from page 11 


But few scenes are as memorable as 
Mitzi’s tale of how Jewish children were 
hanged, a tale she tells by continually 
switching from the part of the victims to 
that of the hangmen. 

Tabori clearly shows that moral cate- 
gories of good and evil arc inapplicable 
to ideologically-based mass murder. 

The playwright-director ends almost 
on a note of reconciliation between 
Christians and Jews. 

Before a bulldozer flattens the graves 
outside and the dead retire to (lie “wet 
beginnings” of life, as the grave-digger, 
Robert Giggenbach, puts it, Tabori ap- 
pears on stage. 

Wearing a concentration camp uni- 
form beneath a black ovcrcout lie 
breaks bread and shares it with his ac- 
tors, who identify with their parts with 
bated breath. 

Formal objections may doubtless be 
raised to this act of mourning. Some 
passages are exaggeratedly theatrical, 
which is something Tabori himself has 
often criticised. 

But these objections are silenced by 
the shock created by the overall impres- 
sion, which was so powerful that the 
first-night audience stopped applauding 
when the curtain fell, suddenly realising 
how inappropriate applause was. 

As long as it takes a lowbrow treat- 
"f‘ he subject like Holocaust, the 
Ub TV film serial, to get across to Ger- 
man viewers what life was really like in 
Nazi Germany, a play like Tabori’s will 
be important. 
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Dial-a-poet service flourishes in 
several German cities 


jjg Aflr rv /ijpstel authorities in several German 

JLjS; .. '■ m cities run a dial-a-writer (or poet) 

•fylyice. They are DQsseldorf, Hamburg, 
■7 M , Koblenz, LQbeck, Hanover, Trier, 

iJmjMKjl' riz, Mannheim, MQnster, Nurcm- 

and Stuttgart. 

I j 1 ' for ihe 23 pfennigs it costs to make a 

# nmi 8-minute call people dialling the 
t number can now hear their fuvou- 
writers and poets, both living and 

V ^ fa service , was pioneered in Kiel, 

. fre a citizens’ group calling itself 

wry Workshop started by providing 

workshop member Michael 
jSglJPSs^*! Jit who brought the idea back 

London, which had a similar ser- 

was back in. 1977 when New 

A scene tromJtMuf? a " d Washi . ngton had a 

J^Jak-poem service operated by the 

. perican PR man and poet John Gior- 

AS j °,S® ns Tur ^' s l 1 i°^aBut that service was of a somewhat 
rounds hke the Jewish jok«fe rent nature. What Giorno offered 
play like Jubiljium will be it& pornographic poetry which he tried 
important; it will be essential, jj promote among high-school slu- 


play like Juhiiiium will be it: 
important; it will be essential, 


(WoMdcuhihe Allgeineinr, 


/Mints. 


containing the applications by 84 pco- 
Several Berlin families helped him to P * ^ ° t J erj 1 obs at tho cenlf C- 

htde. They include a painter and deco- yellowed 3 h° X Strauss nshcs 0ut 
rator whose son was in the ,SS but folmlw, w ^ n 8 documents: a report 
whose painting of Hitler on the wall If! schooldays and a booklet 

concealed another of Lenin. [ . the Re,ch s Pa«ing proficiency 

The girl he later married joined him .fr l(Ii , . 

when her parents were deported. The h . nIth n ls tho foundation stone of 


S? “Health Js the roundotion stone of 

Jwfrss.-jssja 

So he brings the victims of Nad ... "o' thei ' ge,awa J r via ‘ho back stalls. m " ‘o»chcr. 

ror out of (heir mustv craves fnr ' ° n 0ll0lher occasion he managed to Ho reccnll y SOI a letter from a Berlin 
bilee. m “ S,y Brav “ for ,hc J“- ofoap. arrest a, the last minute on Lclp° ; "°T Wbo now llvas Carmel, near 

jssste*.,™, mkcxs 

a****^- 

•n i .. . DnOtounmh * * Ci.... 


ed battle over who was respou 
wliut. What with the usual u 
over funds it was Tour yean hi} 
original idea wus put mioeffau 
“I am what I do,". says Stas 
he means is that his rcsonrtbfu 
history of nmi-Scmitisni, isica 
spread knowledge, not emotion! 


[As was only to be expected, the 
hole thing culminated in a scandal 
kt spelled the end of the service. 

[The idea had meanwhile been picked 

[T eidelberg University library has 
klput more than 70 of the most im- 

i rtanf Bible tfanslations into German 
■show. 

Ihe exhibition, entitled German Bi- 
les Before and Since Martin Luther, 


bilee y B aVflS lor the Ju- 

They are Arnold Stern, nlaved hv 
Stanley Waiden, a JeW | sh mu £ c | y n 0 „J 

ZctX L0Ue - P '° yed b ? Elconorc 
There Is their niece Mlul, a spastic 
Un “ la 1 H *i )r "«. » homosex’ 
anrt h . . ’ P, " y ' d by Fra " J Boden, 

Wolfgang°FeIge tmnSVeS,i "' P ' ay ' d by 
.. Tbey , t0 ? were considered unfit to 

■ ™ by IS 1 ^ ed b,ond master^ 

: whT5nr dMd T» Mli th «^ memories of 
hat life_ was like 50 years ago, combin- 

taMr^ 1 occoums the 

^ea.of oth^w and contemporary hist- 

They are well able, to do so in an ace 

s^re« e ih V,n8 Say noth,n 8 a "d either 
suppress the past or :strike a-pose of 
warning recollection. p , 

deldnnld'h!! 8 Wh ° haV ® risen from the 
Srl h r nQ 5 t ua,ms ^out telling 
nhlB w,th such as: 

How do you get; 20 Jews into a Volks- 
wagen Beetle?" , •: ■ . Rs 


1^ don t sec every Geraaiows the most significant stages in 
Nazis son," he adds, but heWDbie translation work from the early 
room for misunderstanding towlddle Ages to the 1 9th century. 

“•■““imn Vnl"r.' 0d "^ S |!fI ThtDib,c ls thc wor W-s most-truns- 
jL'STifcW-. The complete text has been 


Photoaranh » Fusspon ” 

P In J^e 1943 hpf . ' hnf S , q H i ? l,y says hc could only ,ho Hgurutive sense, people). 

-Sisras 

nearthe Swiss He is not a man given to L«„„ m. 


"I shall not hc easy to hM 
professor," he suys, using the f 
hie modern Germun word pllt, 
inclining easy to bundle (ini(iall 
ing of the non-iron variety, but 


l-j . . . o i mo awiSS 

border, by train using a forged identity 

S£SX’~ ,,4 ™ i ~ !S 

Cicss.wrs!-' 

noraty^ Aiywif Strautt reoans “‘‘and 

.. Handbooks on (he emiara- 

tloq ,of Gprmqn Jews, was a civil rights 
Mmpargner for equal rights f or blacks 

he 2 ™!°* he , ! arnt ^w to live, to 


He is not a man given to lettina his 
emotions ran away with him. His recol- 

°. f the bad 0,d days and the 
peopJe who tortured him and helped 
him are sober and level-headed, ^ 

“I “n not going to iet Hitler control 
my emotion, for tho ro«t of my life,- he 


, ln , his years abroad, as a German 
Jew. he had no special links with B^in 
not even with Israel, where his Z 
l<Y~ on , klbbum. Neither .Itramed 


To underscore his point hed 
u letter hc has just received, his 
72-ycar-oId Danzig-born Gen* 
asks why the Jews were so unpof 
“I have nothing ugainst lif* 
Professor , " he writes, "as looi 
are well-mannered, honest and 
towards others who are not Jew 
But he goes on to claim Jm 
largely to blame for First 
food shortages, for selling 
railway to the Poles for a soflf 1 
peopling the streets of Dpnag^ 
lician Jews with their Jong bid 
and hats. 

• They had wielded too alien 1 
fluencc on German culiu^ f 
ruthless war profiteers and pn* 


Jokes such os these do not make i; D hf hi r™ 7,°^ he Iearnt b <>w to iive to 
or horror as they do in the fa« C planned to ^y. ’ 

anti* War revues -of Jerome Savara, an* ^ a . rt,ak «Wft : office on 

Joan Uttlewood. , . . . ™ and " e TO ^ of the Teleftmken build- 


Mated into 200 languages and sec- 
p of U into us many as 1 ,000. 

[In Germany, it is the translation by 
Irtin Luther that marks the climax of 
jjtypc of work. The exhibition is elu- 
QJted by a richly illustrated 272-page 
Wlogue that sells for DM10. 

■The Old Testament books were orlgl- 
yiy written in Hebrew and those of 
$ New Testament in Greek. As Chris- 
S“«y spread within the territory of the 
span Empire, the Bible was translat- 
ing Latin. 

&je of these translations, the so-call- 
Vulgate, was widely circulated and 
t! served as a basis for translations 

0 °iher languages, among them Ger- 

H. 

[J 1 ® Gothic Heiland by Wulfilas (370 
% the Evangelienharmonic by the 
’ nk Gtfried von Welssenburg (870) 
f n ma ny other translations into Ger- 
I" aialects still exist in manuscript 


w Africa has, on, bcanhl, worid. ,hc = STS ^ 

«cS .;^ th h , e “ d S,U ! “ is ‘ in “ ipt 

rein and a,t|denta. “ low-leclu - knows only too well is ■till a '°3ere bJr„!Ii f ? nS “"v many ° f ,h ' m 


frank that they ThV'c'icZZ 
,o bndemi « «« aad 

Tho half, decomposed corpses Join in 

do 8*° rel verse that 
,ha f aws „ wjM.be killed in. Buchenwaid 
and the Reds in Majdanek. 


‘h e ^rn^ttr,r rChCeMreat 

hsk^^h?wZ'r hydep ~ pr 

window stfll there is, a cardboard b QX 


rera and students. ‘ 

t[r n?xt four years until he re- 
tires he plans to commute between Rit 

worM: Y ° rk - « '*y '£ voZ. 

workjor his new research centre in Ber- 

!n k l »? V9, 8CtyrM * nd hold seminars 
o build up archives and a libnuv S 

At64h' t, " 08r SF ,,ICalhandb00 ^ ^ 

vo U A ; M b^bt i rchra h ri gtnc - 

veraily, albeit noil until'aftpr^prot,,^; 


But that doesn't worry him* t* 1 
to track down the phenoin^ 0 * 
that is ever-present and waa jj* 
limited to the Germans inHiil*^ 
As an erstwhile champion f 
rights for blacks he wonder* wj*' 
in his Berlin skyscraper offfc* 
Jews will have enough sdf’#? 
to proclaim that Jewish is beauiJJ 
Dietrich Strode 


I UllSi IIIHII/ VI lliwill 

feir authef ^ 3t slQ ^ c t0 B e,ber w * th 

W*rtln Luther was certainly not the 

i! hm- ! rans ? ale a Bible into German. 
. f ■ d ® se rves credit Tor having made 

L^"? a i ipn from th ® of »8* nal He- 
ntIr <PB ■ * G ^ ek lcxls rath cr than from 
j? lr .!ransianons into Latin. 

M_his work he used a 1516 edition of 
L !?J e . stament in Greek that had 
pobiiahed in Basle. Switzerland, 


up by others in London and Basle, 
Switzerland, though this time it was 
clean verse. 

The first Kiel service was done with a 
recorded answering device until the 
city’s postal authority agreed to prov- 
ide its own more sophisticated facilities. 

Hanover followed suit instantly, and 
then, in 1980, come Mainz. Stuttgart, 
MQnster and the rest followed in 1981. 

SaarbrUcken went a step further by 
establishing what became known as the 
Saar Poetry Telephone, organised by a 
society specially founded for this pur- 
pose. 

Most of the other services are orga- 
nised by the cultural authorities of the 
cities concerned, in cooperation with 
literary organisations. 

Recordings are usually three to five 
minutes long and run for a week around 
the clock. 

The Post Office has made it clear that 
unless there are at least 1,000 calls a 
month it will discontinue the service as 
a non-paying proposition. 

But so far, dial-a-writer has been pay- 
ing its way, mainly because by and largo 
the authors get nothing for their efforts. 

There arc exceptions. Tile cultural 
authorities of Nuremberg and Mann- 
heim pay authors DM5,000 each while 


Hamburg pays them DM2,500 as reim- 
bursement for expenses. 

LQbeck holds the record with 10,000 
to 12,000 calls a months. 

This is mainly due to the fact that LU- 
beck plays a recording of Thomas 
Mann (he died in 1955) reading from 
his famous Buddenbrooks family saga. 

Kiel has managed to present Sieg- 
fried Lenz, which Hamburg vainly tried 
to do. Kiel also has such literary lumi- 
naries as Stefan Heym, Rainer Kunze, 
Max von der Grfln and Arno Surminski. 

The latter, along with Gabriel Laub, 
Eckhart Klessmann, Martin Beheim- 
Schwarzbach, Heike Doutinfe, Axel Eg- 
gebrecht, Gena Hartlaub and Hans Ep- 
pendorfer, can also be dialled in Ham- 
burg. 

Smaller cities usually have a much 
higher percentage of callers than big 
ones. Munich and Berlin lack the ser- 
vice, though Berlin is about to catch up. 

None Is planned for Cologne because 
the cultural authorities there hold that 
this kind of service could be misused to 
spread ideology. 

Cologne would prefer to present poe- 
try readings in its trams or spread poe- 
try through posters. 

Rosemarie Winter 
(Ktttner Stndt-Anzelger, 20 January 1983 J 


Heidelberg exhibits Bible 
translations in German 


by Erasmus of Rotterdam, who also 
published u translation into Latin. 

Tite first Gcrmun-lunguagc Bible wus 
printed by Johannes Mentclin of Stras- 
bourg in 1466. His translation wus 
based on an unonymaus 14th century 
manuscript. 

The next 50 yeurs saw the publication 
of 18 translations into the two main 
German dialects. They were printed in 
Strasbourg, Augsburg, Nuremberg, Co- 
logne, LQbeck and Halberstadt. 

Almost all these 
original Bibles are 
shown in Heidel- 
berg. Among the 
most widespread 
editions was the 
Bible printed by 
Anton Koberger of 
Nuremberg, which 
|s conspicuous due 
to its rich illustra- 
tions (coloured 
woodcuts). The 
New Testamerit, 
which Martin Lu- 
ther took only II 
weeks to translate, 
was printed by Mel- 
chior Loiter of Wit- 
tenberg in 1522. 

The illustrations 
were done by Lucas 
Cranach the Elder. 

The Old Testament 
was translated 


slon. The first complete Luther Bible 
was printed by Hans Lufft of Wittenberg 
in 1534. It was soon followed by nume- 
rous reprints by other printers since 
there were no copyright provisions at the 
time. 

Eventually, the Catholic Church 
dropped its opposition to translations, 
which led to the best-known Catholic 
Biblo translation of the time by Johan- 
nes Eck, Luther’s adversary. 

Ctinter Pflaum 

(Stutlgarlcr Naehrtchten, 21 Januiry 1983) 





somewhat later by 
a team of iransla- . .. 

tors working under David and Goliath scene from Anion Sorg's Bible, Augsburg 
Luther’s superyi- 1477. (Photo; Csuiogue) 


Electronic 

dictionary 

premiered 



F ive years of research and develop- 
ment have now culminated In the 
presentation to the Press In Munich of 
the first German-English electronic dic- 
tionary. 

The dictionary (which also doubles as 
a pocket calculator) has not only a 
4,000-word vocabulary but also pro- 
vides information on the finer points of 
grammar and has a special keyboard for 
vocabulary practice. 

Karl Ernst Tielebler> Langenscheidt, 
chief executive of the Langenscheidt 
dictionary publishers, described this lat- 
est product of his company as an entre- 
preneurial adventure. 

But then this type of pioneering 
seems to be a Langenscheidt trait from 
way back. Even the grandfather of the 
present head of the company, who 
founded the publishing house that was 
eventually to become the world’s largest 
dictionary publisher, experimented with 
new media when he contacted Thomas 
A. Edison in a bid to use gramophone 
records in teaching foreign languages. 

This eventually culminated in video 
language cassettes in 1981 nnd finally 
the first attempts at using video discs 
for that purpose. 

In the course of his search for new 
electronic word banks that took him to 
Silicone Valley, California, Tielcbfer- 
Litngenscheldi became convinced that 
neither American nor German compa- 
nies could meet his standards. 

The fact is that the first generation of 
computer dictionaries has disappeared 
from the market. They were (ao bulky 
and their storage capacity too small. 
The breakthrough came from Japan. 

The criterion used in programming 
the new oloctronic dictionary was not 
how frequently a certain word is used 
but how necessary It is for tourists and 
those learning a language, 

The 4,000 English words stored by 
the computer, they range from Ability 
to Zoo, go beyond the English vocabu- 
lary. demanded by the educational au- 
thorities for high-schoo! graduates. The 
vocabulary for primary schools is exact- 
ly 983 words. 

All the user has to do is press the first 
two letters of a word in either English 
or German. 

The computer then quickly “thumbs" 
its pages to come up with all words be- 
ginning with these letters. 

Once the wanted word has been 
found all possible translations are given 
on the 9-digit display. . 

Testa show that the answers an? inva- 
riably obtained more quickly than with 
a conventional dictionary. Langen- 
scheidt dictionaries usually contain bet- 
ween 10,000 and 200,000 entries. 

The company also wants to pioneer 
new marketing methods. The computer 
will not only be sold at bookshops 
(most of them have already ordered it) 
but also by mail order companies. 

The Alpha 8, as the little marvel is 
called, retails at DM 149. the battery is 
supposed to be good for 600 hours. 

The end of February will see the 
“publication" of u German-French 
Alpha 8. Karl Stankicwitz 

(Mannheiper Morgen, 29 January IV 83) 
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MODERN LIVING 

Pollsters find Germans fraught with 
worries yet still hopeful 

'he Germans lmv<* nlpnru >»»»'.. 


13 February 1983., 
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T he Germans have plenty of worries 
and fears, though there also seeips 
to be more hope than ever before, an 
Infratest opinion survey shows. 

Ninety-four per cent said they were 
Worried of- indeed frightened about 
growing unemployment; 50 per cent of 
l4-ye£r-oIds and oVer were dismayed at 
pollution and destruction Of the envi- 
ronment,. while 39 per cent were frigh- 
tened outright by it. 

Sjxfy-nine per cent.ftar that lechho- 
logy and computers will make work 
m ?re , in buman ? 47 1 per cent find this 

Battered 

babies 


' *’ '* .*■ ‘. Y: }?•»«. :M «, 


# -4 , . 

worrisome and 2 1 per cent fear energy 
resources could dry up,. 

.These poll results were discussed at 
length at a two-day congress organised 
by the Hanns-Martin Schleyer Founda- 
tion,. The theme; "Misguided Fear, 
Chances, for Commoq Sense am) Cpur- 
agefpranOpen Society.*] ( , 

The Zurich, opinipn researcher, Pro- 
, ? or Gerhard Schmidtchen, suggested 

ihflt ihA raeiiTlii iL. *1 m ' ’« 1 


thb poor nations will one day tnkd re- 
venge on the rich. : i ■•* 1 ... . 

Summing up. Professor Schmidtchen 
said that too many Germans arc too 
frightened of the wrong things. Aa ho 
put it: ■ 

"There are wise feurs and there is stu- 
pid confidence. Given a bit more fear in 
the 1920s and 1930s, the nation could 
have been spared a greut deal of mis- 
ery." 

The survey also shows that, notwith- 
standing a world full i of threatening 
problems, the Germans < are also very 
hopeful. Their greatest hope rests on 

In* AArtointu L ■ ... ' 


Road toll o terrorism 
foreign | Ri ght-wing 
children raids on 
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V>morc traffic accident pro, 
their German contemporaries, 
study by a government authors 
vale traffic safety council andij 
cedes Foundation shows. 
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killed 4 bv CaS6S ’ * * chlldren were 

^.Though these figures seem small re la . as ^ 

citlzeds 1^2 “ U,d e “^ T 

been prompted by them to demand bet- P Cent beIieVe ithat 

ter legal protection for children. — 

,L E t en j°\ the . part ' cs ^presented: in r^TL- * 

.the Bundestag have refused t6 tighten LfldTlPlIKT 

® ^ t B lS , JuIy 1979 amendmeht of ^lUUlgHlg 

Uie act governing parental authority. h..-i . r rti > 

iViakeK decision ’ ^e law- > IflllliUCS . , 

?i?M d that they wert stI11 guided -ii/: ./ 

Really punish their cwldteh"* ht t0 - ^ A nigad^effe ^ 01 nCC ° s6arily Imve 8 


uernara cicnmidtchen, suggested . ineir greatest hope rests on 

that the results of the ppll (conducted at * • ^r^inty of having people they re- 

the end of 1982) show, that the people spect around them. 1 -»•: 

not only fear the threat to their natural ' Sixty ' six P er cent regard medical pro 

environment but that, they also fear for 8 ress as promising; and 64 per cent ir 
HP s ° ciaJ and moral organisation of so- lheir ho P es 011 the world’s will be nrc 

cietyas a Whole, . ; sorve the peace. An equal number art 

.Three o.ut of four Germans are either confident they will be able to weathei 

inghteped or worried that they will Ipse dirr5cult times. ■ 
someone they lov<? f that there will be a , Six , ty pci * Ccnt P'« lheir hopes on in- 
war in. |heir lifetime, .that crime will dust «ousness and love of freedom. - 
spread and that good manners apd m’o- . 0ne in two drfl ws hope from the fact 
rats wi|l no longer count, ps people be- lhat ’.yourtg people are s6 independent 
come rncreasmgly inconsiderate. today. Forty-five per cent derive lheir 

The majority fear that genera! mis, franco from the fact that citizens of 

trust will grow and that we will become toda y «re belter able to make thdm- 
mqre and mofe demanding while for- selves heard. 
getung how to be happy. : Forty-four per cent believe in a. free 

More than 50 per cent see democracy economy while 41 per cent trust 

ivo stiff l r Je . 0pardy * Jhey fear excess- '? C °*; 0ne in three pins his hopes on 

ive state control could endanger free- lhc UN - , „ , _ 

dom. na. a hurl * 
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gress as promising; and 64 per cent in 
lheir hopes on the world’s will be pre- 
sorve Ihe peace. An equal number aro 
confident they will be able to weather 
difficult times. ■ 

' si «y P® 1 * Ccnt pin lheir hopes on in-* 
dustriousness and love of freedom. - 
One in two draws hope from the fact 
that, young people are^ s6 independent 
today. Forty-five per cent derive lheir 
confidence from the fact that citizens of 
today 'are belter able to make them- 
selves heard. 

=Forty-four per cent believe in a- free 
market economy while 41 per cent trust 

ihcUN ° ne ^ threC PinS h ' S h ° pes on 
Aw/7 Stunkhwiu 

. (Hrunkfurtcr Ncu? t’fesso, 22 January ivsjj 
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vale traffic sufety counciUnd ii{ e ^ -w i n 8 ur h an guerrillas such as 

cedes Foundation shows. lithe RAF, or Red Army Faction, and 
Out of |,000 children ^ up to Revolutionary Cells seemed an ob- 
23 Germans and 48 foreigntn®* 1 c * 10 ^ ce ^ or culprit when raids on 
volvcd in traffic accidents. [facilities in Hesse assumed alarming 
. The per thousund ratio for sfccrtiona In November and Decem- 
(the study was made Tor eight® 

cities) is 16 German andMfbre®^ ^ ad been t0 b,ame beforehand, 
dren. juunting for over 50 raids last year 

In the 6- to 1 4-ycar-old cl bombing the European headquar- 
thcre appears to be a somew d[oftheUS Air Forcein Ramstein. 

equal balance: 43 Germans and#^ had launched attacks on high- 

gners per thousand. png US service personnel and 

The ratio of foreign chil*e8p by ' tra PP ed GIs ' parked cars - And 
with the severity of the accident M raost always mailed a letter to the 
Among the particularly $ papcr claiming responsibility, 
prone nrc Turkish children elr II Mcmcd a foregone conclusion 
boys, whose Occident involvendr ,eft ' wlng after-hours commandos 
times that of girls. p to blame Tor the bomb left in the 

One reason given is that ^crgroimd garage of an apartment 
parents arc unable to train in Eschbora ' nenr Frankfurt, on 
dren to cope with citv traffic lumber. The device was discover- 
A number of orcnnisotEoh* EJ lime t0 avoid dama se being done, 
them the police, the Childrw'sff 1 ^ also scemed !he most llkeIy cul ‘ 
Club and - the Mercedes Fd J ,s whcn on 14 De « mb cr GIs’ cars 
now want to concentrate ttoaff b ° 0 !>y'‘ ra PPe d in Butzbach and 
cduculiunon fordijii children ° n 'J De '™ b " in 

. Pioneer pmjeu. are pianist J"® boinbs exploded, sc- 
allies, among them Slullgnrl T n "? bc ' ar '°™ ers ; 
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prone nrc Turkish children, t» 
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, ( ; a J llshnie ^ of additional community withl a ' "umber of fortuitous 
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clcniial areas. 

Ho stressed that It is not gova 
regujations but information iwp 
specific groups ihut will reduce 
accidents. 

( Sluiigj i Ut Zviiunf, 27 /«* 
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wll have been reasoned. Yet none 
^ $00 or sb> clues clearly pointed 
Wringers. 

Ihe raids were not followed by i 
ial letters claiming rusponsibil. 
dr modus operundi was not in ke< 
with previous raids either. 

Ihese bombs, unlike lheir prcdcc 
Si were not laid to crcutc the mu 


Pngs were the aim. 
ihis is a new departure in the pat 
wis kind of terrorism. For once 
Aten had run the risks of killing 
ctnl" victims, such as service w 
i children. 

The 24-storey Eschborn apartr 
ch. for instance, is home for al 
'people in 250 apartments. The 
Jon could have caused: a fire in 
?ce tract, endangering the live 
fo) civilians. 

P|s! wives could have been dri 
P children to school. 
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The number of births iii ihe’Feddfti 

l 8P !!?. ,C '. 0f Gem,a ^ has ’ hlSo gone 
dowri in the past ten years. • 

, Klaus J. Schwehn • 

f Frankfurter Neue ftesi^. 2S iinuury 1983) 
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arms and explosives; neither has ever 
made any secret of its hatred of the 
Americans. 

Another was that they are known to 
use the fuses used in the three raids, 
fuses supplied with do-it-yourself rock- 
et kits sold in toy shops. 

A third was that left-wing extremists 
are keenly, jealously aware of the diffe- 
rence, as was noted in a leaflet circulat- 
ed in left-wing bars in Darmstadt. 

It blamed both the Guerrilla Diffusa, 
a left-wing group, and the fascists for 
the raids in Eschborn, Butzbach, Fe- 
chenhcim and Darmstadt. 

In an article headed Drawing a Clear 
Line of Distinction Between Us and the 
Enemy and bearing the RAF’s star em- 
blem "some out-and-out fascist groups 
or other” are said to have had "their 
dirty paws involved.” 

Their attacks on ordinary GIs had 
been aimed at making left-wingers ap- 
pear to blaihe and at confusing issues 
on police wanted lists., . 

The leaflet sought to draw ^the dis- 
tinction because the writers' were keen 
to explain "who they were and what 
they wanted,*’ 

They were opposed not only to en- 
dangering innocent lives but also to 
raids that were of no propaganda use 
and ran counter to their propaganda 
mission to strike at imperialism and 
Zionism. ■’ ■ '■ 

TheTatest raids also fit into the neq- 
Nazi scene ideologically, there current- 
ly being a serious dispute -between 
Hamburg neo-Nazi leader Michael 
Ktthnen &nd remaining members of the 
other two groups. . 

They arc opposed to KUhnen's Hitler 
cult and uniform fetishism and call for 
anti-imperialist liberation war to be 
waged, on the Americans in particular. 

The right-wing terrorists, who arc ac- 
tive in the Offenbach area, belong to ei- 
ther the Wchrsportgruppo Hoffmann or 
the People’s Socialist Movement 
launched by Friedheim Busse in Mu- 
nich. 

They subscribe to the old-style Natio- 
nal Bolshevist view that what Germany 
needs is neutrality at peace and In 
friendship with the Soviet Union. 

Described by Kflhncn as putschist 
adventurers, these “left-wing 11 right- 
wingers note In a pamphlet secretly dis- 
tributed: 

"We recommend a comparison bet- 
ween Russian and West German offi- 
cers. It will soon be clear who the sub- 
humans are, not to mention US sol- 
diers, of course." 

This hatred of America voiced by the 
brown bombers has much in common 
with a leaflet distributed by the Young 
National Democrats, the NPD youth 
wing. 

"You worry about occupied houses," 
the leaflet states, referring to squatting. 
M We are concerned about an occupied 
country." 

Right-Wingers are gaining fresh sup- 
port Newcomers have long aimed at 
emulating and following in the foot- 
steps of: 

• Manfred Roeder, who bombed hos- 
tels for political asylum applicants and 
is now serving a prison sentence; 

• Frank Schubart, who shot two Swiss 
border patrol officers before committ- 
ing suicide; 

• Gundolf KGhler, who was responsi* 
ble for a bloodbath at the Munich Ok- 

. tobetfat in which he was one of the 
victims; end 

• Helmut Oxher, who shot two co- 
loured GIs outside a Nuremberg disco* 
theque and then committed suicide, 

Dittrkh Strpthmann 

' {Die Z*ft, 21 JttiMiy 1WJ) 


RAF urban guerrilla stands 
trial in Stuttgart 


A trial with a difference against a for- 
mer leading member of the left- 
wing urban guerrilla group RAF, or 
Red Army Faction, has begun in the 
special security wing of Stammheim 
jail, Stuttgart. 

Peter-JUrgen Boock is accused of 
having taken port in six murders but his 
trial is distinctly different from those of 
other left-wing terrorists, which have 
frequently been accompanied by a dis- 
orderly hue and cry. 

In his case the defence counsel have 
called on the court to have confidence in 
their client, while even the prosecution 
feels he quit the RAF about a year before 
he was arrested in January 1981 . 

His lawyer, the well-known Bremen 
barrister Heinrich Hannover, made his 
intention clear from the outset* ■ ; • r ! 

He would like, to canvass understand* 
ing for the outlook of a client who has 
parted company with hls former fcomta- 
des but is not prepared to turn state’s 
evidence as the director of public prose- 
cutions would like to see him do. 

"This case Will be different from ear- 
lier ones, I feel bound to tell the court 
here and now,” he said in Stammheim. 

The aim of all concerned must be to 
find out the truth, he added, blit tliat 
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Peter-JUrgen Boock 


(Photo: AP) 

was made more difficult by the Inhu- 
man architecture of the air-raid shelter- 
style Stammheim courtroom. 

It was also made more difficult by 
the meticulous checks made on lawyers . 
in the case. ”U is hard to gain confi- 
dence here," he said, "and hard to can-, 
vass confidence In one's client.” 

Visitors to Stammheim, and that in- 
cludes lawyers, are indeed frisked so 
thoroughly that they have to drop their 
pants and take off their shoes at ' "* 

Art entire profession cannot be pena- 
lised merely because two lawyers, haVe 
been guilty of a breach of regulations, 
he argues. 

Hannover more frequently refers to 
requests than to applications in his den- 
lings with the court, while he claims 
that the entire architectural style of the 
courtroom Is indicative of fear. 

"Who are ypu afraid of?" he asked 
the Stuttgart court, calling on it to deal 
a blow to an unsatisfactory tradidbns, 

" The court has shown itself, flot urtfm- 
pressed by Hannovcris appeal, but ft U 
unlikely to depart from ihe established 
procedure. 7 . ■ V : . 

Yet at the raffle time there la p defi- 
nite possibility Of Q Dock’s trial being 
held in a quieter atmosphere. 

• A gaunt figure with sharp features, ho 


chose on the opening day of the case to 
add nothing to the prosecution's outline 
of his life story. , 

But his deep-set eyes attentively fol- 
lowed every detail of the proceedings 
and his clenched fists at times testified 
to tension. 

He wak born on 3 September 1951 in 
Garding, East Frisia, and grew up in 
Berlin. Described by the court as a ca* 
sual worker, he has been married since 
1973. But his wife was sentenced to twelve 
and a half years by a Vienna court far 
her part in a bank robbery in 1977. 

He told his own life story in a maga- 
zine article last year. He claims to have 
left the GDR at 15, to have taken part 
In his first demonstrations In Berlin at 
16 and at 17 to have sought reftige with 
a Dutch commune, only to be deported 
on a hashish charge. 

He was then sent to a closed chil- 
dren's home where he took part In an 
uprising that was put down when the 
navy was called in. 

Transferred to Hesse, he made 
friends with Andreas Baader and Qu- 
drun Ensslin, the later leaders of the 
RAF. 

After several failed experiments In 
communal living, drug abuse and un- 
successfhl therapeutic treatment he 
claimed to have grown increasingly iso- 
lated from the outside world. 

The prosecution says he was a RAF 
member from May 1976 to January 
1980. This the defence does not dispute. 

He is accused of having taken part In 
the murder of Frankfurt banker Jflrgen 
Ponto on 30 July 1977 and of having 
played a leading part in the planning, 
preparation and execution of the ab- 
duction of Cologne employers' leader 
Hanns-Martin Schleyer. 

Schleyer was murdered, and Boock is 
accused of complicity in his murder and 
that of his four bodyguards when he 
was kidnapped. 

In Schloyer*8 case he is accused of 
complicity because ho deliberately ran 
the risk of the employers' leader being 
murdered. 

Ho is also accused of having assembl- 
ed the rocket launcher used in a 25 Au- 
gust 1977 bid to bomb the Federal 
public prosecutor’s office In Karlsruhe, 

As Boock reftises to give evidence the 
trial is likely to long drawn-out and to 
rely . on circumstantial evidence. It will 
take over a year, with 244 witnesses and 
40 experts already having been named. 

The Bundeskrlmtoafamt, or CID, 
with lie headquarters in Wiesbaden, dis- 
closed some time ego that Boock’s fin- 
gertrints were found on the car in 
wiyCh Schleyer was kidnapped. 

■ He has been a wanted man since 1977 
and was arrested in 1981. On arrest ho 
was unarmed and had been living an 
ordinary life in a working-class suburb 
of Hamburg. 

In an appeal published shortly after 
he was arrested he called on his friends 
and people who ran a risk of drifting 
into terrorism not to take the irrational 
path into the vacuum of illegality, 
v Fight for every man, he appealed, 
celling on the terrorists 10 abandon 
thefr lunacy. But to this day fie has re- 
.fried. to; gfyc evidence against his for- 
mer comrades. 

All concerned 'it' Summhrfm will 
have theJi! work cut out getting at the 
truth and nothing but the truth* 

! Stefan Geiger 
. (bttttftdtf Zrite«g.J6J«nuiy iHJ) 



